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TO THE CATHOLIKES 

| of: Irland. 
DD. EXOwNED Catholikes 
RM 6 the Hiſtoire: of Petro- 
' WF nila Coming to my 
; hands, compoſed bythe Righr 
Reucrend Fathev in God Tohn' 
Pever CamusBishop of Belley a 

man of xnowyne leatning; emi. #* 

nenr pictic & of an Apoſtolicall! bookes, 
life, the: fancie: rooke' me to/ 
imploy fome rime in the rea- 
ding of ir, not doubring but 

coming. from ſo. famous an -- 
Authour, I should find ſome 
| thing in it worth my labour. 
Going then forward/in: the rea- 

a 


ding therof , amongſt many 
other good things, I lighted 
vpon Pi Treatiſo, which when 
I con{1dered, I faid thus ro my 
ſelf: it might be thought, that 
this man had rcuclation,or ſome 
notice giuen him ofthe emula- 
tion & variace which is betweene 
the Hierarchicall Clergic and 
the Regulars in Irland , & that 
in Fe 4 WO theroft he framed 
this Diſcours. For it is ſaid, that 
the Regulars there, thinkin 

therby to magnihe and — 
themſclues(for I know no other 
reaſon they can haue forit) make 
no conſciencenor {crupule both. .; 
inthcir publike ſermons, and in 
their priuat couerſations amogſt 
you, to fay and affirme, that 
Prieſts are but mcere Seculars, 
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; thattheſclues are true Paſtours, 


that it belongs to them only 
to be called Farhers, that they 
are the choice and belt part of 
the Eccleſtaſticall Hierarchic, & 
which is more abſurd, thattheir 
Regular Superiours are more 
worthy then Bishops. All which 
aſſertions manifeſtly falſe, andill 
becoming men whoſe inſtiru- 
tion is chicfely grounded in 
humilitie and contempt of 
worldly: honour and reſpects, 
being touched and Jiſcuſfed in 
this Treatiſe, 1 thought in my 


”- loue and naturall affe&tion 


rovards you, my decre Country 
men, that I was in a manner 
bound, fearing theſe things 
Should giue you ſome erronious 
ins , to impart it vnto 


rench into English & to haue 
it printed. And if I shallynder- 
ſtand that it takes eftet,& cauſe 
theDclinquetsrefle&t vpontheir 
errour, herin & vpon that ſaying 
of S. lames the Apoltle: If any 


"3 2041 think himſelf to be Religious 


not bridling his tongue,but ſeducing 
bis hart,this mans Religton is vaine, 
then will I think my labour vell 
imployed. And that. which is 
moſt to: be defired of them is, 
that they doc conſiderfirſt, that 
fuchaſſcrtions and:compariſons 
doe more huzt then gaod, do 
rather deſtroy ramp” 468 

ert then conuert the. people 
fromthcir cuill.courſes, & rather 
breede hate & enuic, then loue 


you ; Wherupon I tooke the 


n—__ to tranſlate it out of 


or charitic: and ſecondly that 
they conſider, that Prieſthood, 
which is the fontaine and fon - 
dation of all Eccleftaſticall fun- 
Etions, is the ſame in Secular 
Pridts(as they termethem) and 
in Regulars, whence Pricſts may 
uſtlic lay to the Regulars with 
faint Paul, rhar if they be He- 
brewes (o arc they, if they bes.u. 
Iſraelites ſoc are they, if they be 
the feede of Abraham ſo are 
they, if they be Miniſters of 
CHR1sT ſoarc they;yeamore, 
that they arc thcir elders and 
haue higher offices and digni- 
tics in the Church' then they 
hauc. And for you worthy cham- 
= I shall delire you not to 

e {candalized to ſce one Ca- 
tholike write againlt an other, 


belecuing that Carholikes as 
Catholikesdoe agrecin marrers 
of Faith, but as men that they 
may . varie in other opinions. 
Gag. S. Peter and S. Paul, S. Auſtin 
Him and S. Hicrome diſagreed in 
7, (ome opinions withour breach 
Ihe. of fayth or charitic. A bout the 


<p. x4.” obſcruation of Eaſter there was 
+ great debate betwixt SainCts 8 
i Saincts rill the Church decided 
2+ the controuerlie ; yea Angels 
Ds. zo, hauc diſſented in opinions. Bur 
this you may note in this con- 
rroucrlic, thatlcarned Doctours 
in theſe Countries, and ſome of 
themReligious men, vith whom 
I did cofer of the fame,do much 
admeerc that the Regulars in 
Irland do coteſt with the Clergic 
forche ſaid points, wheras in no 


Catholike 
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Catholike Countries dothe Re- 
gulars ſpeake of thelike, but co- 
taine themſelues within thepre- 
cin& of their Monaſteries, and 
the obſcruance of their Rules, 
which teach the quir|contraric 
of all that they doe inthis kind 
And if they will alleage that ha- 
uing noMonaſteriesinl[rlad they 
—_ gocyp & downe amonglt 
you, like other Prieſts, methinks 
they should the lefſe claime any 
perfection or reſpect guer other 
Pricſts, and my warrant for this 

is S. Hicrome, who ſpeaking of 
ſuch Monks and Religious men 

ſaith: Sicut piſcis extr44quam ta- 

ret vita fic M onachus extra Mo- 

naſterium. As fish being out of 
the watcr doth want life, ſo doth 


a Monke or Religious man 
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belecuing that Cartholikes as 
Catholikesdoc agreein marters 

of Faith, but as men that they 

may varic in other opinions. 

Gal. S. Peter and S. Paul, S. Auſtin 
Hicrm and S. Hicrome dilagreed in 
7+ + (OMe opinions without breach 
Ls. of fayth or charitic. A bout the 
<9. 14.” obſcruation of Eaſter there was 
4h ;. Freat debate bertwixrt Saincts 8 
*#::.,.vaindts till the Church decided 
2+ xx. the controuerlic ; yea Angels 
D=x.o hauc diſſented in opinions. But 
this you may note in this con- 
rrouerſic, thattearned Docours 

in theſe Countries, and ſome of 
themReligious men, vith whom 

I did cofer of the ſame,do much 
admeerc that the Regulars in 
Irland do cotcſt with the Clergie 
forthe ſaid points, wheras in no 
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Catholike Countries dothe Re- 
gulars ſpeake of 'thelike, but co- 
raine themſclues within thepre- 
cin& of their Monaſteries, and 
the obſeruance of their Rules, 
which teach the quit contraric 
of all that they doe inthis kind 
And if they will alleage that ha- 
uingnoMonalteriesinlrlad they 
mul gocvp & downe amonglt 
you, like other Prieſts, methinks 
they should the lefſe claime any 
perfe&tion or reſpe&touer other 
Prieſts, and my'watrant for this 

is S. Hicrome, who ſpeaking of 
ſuch Monks and Religious men 

ſaith: Sicut piſcu extra 47am Ca- 

ret vita fic Monachus extra Mo- 

naſterium. As fish being our of 
the watcr doth want life, lo doth 

a Monke or [Religious man 

© 


For thelife of a Religious man, 


as ſuch, is to obſcrue his Rules, 


and kceepe his vowes, which he 
cannot doc o well, if he do itat 


all, being coucrlant inthe world, 


& notdoing it, what prerogatiue 
can he claime ouer others? To 
conclude if the Regulars betruc 
Paſtours as is aboue faid; how 
can they excuſe themſelues that 
they take no morecare of their 
flock then ſome odd times like 
paſlingers to preach vnto them, 
God knoves with litle fruit? 
Who vill not ſay but the good 
Pricſtis more like to be the true 
Paſtour: Who giueth his life for his 
cheepe, m—_ them, not by 
ſtarts bur all the yeere long , by 
day and by night,in heate and in 


bejug out of his Monaſteric. 
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cold, in-raine and in tempeſt, 
with much miſcric & litle profit? 
Laſtly who can)belecue that the 
Regulars are true or proper Pa- 
ſtours » henas they cannot take 
any ſuch chardge vpon them if 
firlt they be-nor diſpenſcd with 
all in their voyves. Add that in 
Catholike Countries, where all 
Clergic men get their duc, they 
cannot preach nor Miniſter any 
Sacrament our of their owne 
Conuents without the expreſle 
leauc of the Bishop of the Dio- 
cele, and of the Paſtour of the 


place,conformable to theCoun- 39-44; 


cell of Trent? |Howlocuer they 
vill anſ{vcre to all theſe things, 
I make nodoubt bur after their 
accutomed manner, ſome of 
them vvill fay (forI xnovy thar 


many good men amongſt them 
doc not approue ſuch things) 
thathe is no frend of Religious 
men that doth propound . cory 
But God 1s my vvitneſle, I do 
honour & reſpect all Religious 
men, and vvish all others to do 
the ſame, as long as they con- |} 
taine themſclues vvithin the li» * 
mits of their Rules, & that they 
do not prefer the honour of 
their order, as many fſecme to 
doc,to the honour-and ſeruice 
of God, to yvholc divine pro- 
tection I commit you, and pray 
him, to o10c Vs all the Spirit of 
vnion and charitie, & fo reſt 
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Your deuoted ſeruant 
inCHxrsTlesys 


P. I. Þ. 


DISCOVRS 


Bervveene an Hermite called N j= 
cephorus and a yong lower called 
Triſtan, #ho for that his Miſtreſ 
ſe Petronilla entred into Religion 
vvould faine. become an Fler- 
mite. 

Ad Mitting the hiſtorie of all 
wa that paſt berweene Triſtan 

SE and petronilla,gnd the tra- 

icall end which came of 

their loue, 1 will only rehearſethe dit- 
cours paſt betweene Triftan & Nice- 
phorus, contayning many folats 
miu:h diſputed of'in theſe our « ay2s. 
Triſtan a proper and wel bredd yong 


gentilman much grieued that his mz- 
| | A 


2 A diſcours 
ſtreſſe petronilla whom he purſued 
ſolong time ( of diſpleaſure ' 28 Shee 
could not obtaine her parents conſent 
to marrie him) went into Religion, 
reſolued alſo to retire hinrſelf from 
the world inſome religious Monaſte- 
ric ; burafter communicating his reſo- 
lution therin to ſeuerall Religious 
men of divers orders and gettin 

their opinions therof, at length he 
folloyyed his owne fancie & inclina- 
tion, which was to goe to the witl- 
derneſle and leade an Heremiticall li- 
fe ; and the Perincan mountaines 
vvhich ſeparate France from Spaigne 
being the neereſt ynto him, he went 
thither , taking with him a good purſe 
of mony and his lute, at which he 
was very skilfull. But neither his lu- 
re nor his ſolitarineſle did any thing 
aſlwage his paſhon,or make him for- 
© get the creature which brought him 
to that anxietie of minde, but rather 
inflamed him more, eſpectallic the lu- 
re conformable to the old»prouetb, 
which faith, that muſick is an umpor- 


of perfetion. 3 
tunat geſt to a harr afflicted. Being 
then in this perplexitic he was told 
that not farr from him there was a de- 
uote and wel built Hermitage wher- 
in dwelt a- yenerable Hermite who- 
ſe ſainCtitie of life gaue agood odou- 
re toall the Country about, and who 
by long experience did learne how 
to guide himſelfe to perfeCtion by the 
way of ſolitartnefle in thar wilder- 
neſſe. His good Angell made Triſtan 
draw towards this ſain&ly old man, 
vyho receiued him with the ſame 
charitie wherwith he was accuſtomed: 
to receiucand intertaine other paſling: 
Pilgrimes (for he was in. pilgrimes 
weede) who ſtraying from their way 
in thoſe dreadfulldeſerts, fellſomert- 
mes vpon-the litle path which leade 
to his ſell. Triſtan beholding him did 
take him foran. Angell of God, and. 
belecued that. he was the Raphael 
which would conduCt him to Rages, 
Ewould ſay, to the perfeCtion of the 
contemplatiue life. Hauing then briet- 
lie declared his intent to the good 
A ij 
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4 eA diſcours 
Herwire, he gaue him for anſweare ; 
thatrolouea thing it is neceſlarie ro 
know it before, and that the Heremi- 
ticall life as well as the Monaſticall 
doth requirea good x. one of a 
man before he be admitted to it. Tri- 

ſtan having ſubmitted himſelfe to him 
in all things. My child, quoth father 
Nicephorus,for ſo they called this re- 
ligious man , itis nothing foraman tg 
vndertake _ a life if he be not cal- 
led toitbyGod,& amonglt many thag 
are called, few are choolen. I know 
wel thatit doth not appertaine bur ra 
God, to know perfeC&lic and waigh 
iuſtlie che hearts of men, yet his will is 
that his ſeruants do ſee and trie whe- 
ther they-be of true or falſe coine:the 
touchſtone of ſuch as are called to the 
ſeruice of God is , the renunciation of 
all things, and of themſclues alſo. Fa- 
ther, quoth Triſtan,ifthat be the mary 
ke of the ele&I haueit; for I do free- 
lic quitt the world, the ſubie& which 
retayned me in it being ſeparated 
from me, &it will be ealic likewiſe fox 
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of perfeftion. 5 
me to forſake my ſclfe ſeing I haug 
relinquished an obie@ of which I did 
elteeme much more then of my 
ſelfe. ; 
My child, quoth Nicephorus, the 
warrs {eeme ſweet, according the 
prouerb, to ſuch as did not trie it, do 
not triumph before the yiftorie, and 
do not proclaime yiftoric before the 
battle; none shall be crowned , ſaith 
the word of veritie, that will not rea- 
ſonablic and yalorouſlic fight, and the 
battle which wee haue with our ſelfe Selfe love 
loue doth laſt as long as our yerie lis Fae 
ves: for that crrour 1s ſo deepely in- rwre, * 
grauen in our nature ,as it doth ſubſiſt 
after wee renounce our (clues; wee 
may mortifie it, but not makeit die, © 
contraryyile it ſeemes like the fabu- 
lous Gyant, to take new forces from 
it proſtration and oyerthrow,and It 
ke great trees, the more they be $ha- 
ked, the faſter the fix their rootes, It 
may be aſſaulted byrt rarely ouercom- 
med, & neuer roqted out; the walls 
of that rebellious Hiericho, although 
_—_ A ij 


6 —  diſcours 
they be vndermined and ſometimes 
razed tothe ground, yet do they ger 
vpagaine of themſelyes. I do not lay 
thisto diſcourage you, nor to imitat 
thoſe timorous ſpies,which would fai- 
ne diflwade the children of Iſrael: 
from yndertaking the conqueſt of the 
landof promis; 1 know there bedifh- 
cultiesin it, but Erell you with Toſtc 
and Caleb, that you may boldlie en- 
rerin the power of our lord, who, if 
he be for you, nothing can preuaile 
againſt you, for who can reſiſt thewill 
ofthe higheſt power, of this Lord of 
armies , who 1s terrible ouer all po- 
wers, if he vndertake to fight with. 
a2? But you muſt not hope that he 


wil put himſelf of your fide, if you. * 


do not put all your truſt and confi- 
dencein him, by a perfeCt diſtruſt of 
your ſelf, which m—_—_— conſiſt with 
thoſe loftic termes,which promis mer- 
uailes , and carrying you ypon the 
wings of the wind make you aſpire ro 


great matters,which ſurpaſſe the reach 
of a man that is not yet a Nouice. Iris. 


of perfeftion. 7 
not , that I do lightlie iudge of your 
ſoule, which I belecue is more perte& 
then my owne, who ſerues God ſone- 
eligently andloue him fo coldlic , not 
that I am ignorant but in the c6tuſion 
of the Babylon of the world, God 
hath ſeruants and| fecret diſciples, 
which do not bow their knees to Baal, 
| and that keepe their hearts pure a- 
' mongſtthe impuritie of the world, of 
| which numberyoumay bez add that 
the extraordinaric /eftefts of grace 
do produce in an inſtant admirable 
conuerſions, which puts thoſe thar 
are replenished with it, in a ſtate of 
great perfeCtion, conformable to that 
which is written, that the workes of 
Godare perfe& and without repen- 
tance, that is to ſay, yithout defeCt, 
Triſtan, who belecued thar this dife 
cours of the Hermite did tend to de- 
ferr and-put of his reception, eſtee= 
ming (as he was full/of worldly maxi- 
mes ) that the Hermite did feare that 
chardging himſelf with him, hisalmes 
would be coo short/to furnish. him 2 


6] A diſcours 
portion ſaid, Father the tinie will tha? 
ke knowne whether I betouched with 
true or fained charitic, & the triall will 
make manifeſt the force or the weak- 
neſle of my yocation. but to the end 
that you may not think that Icome hi- 
ther to incommodat , or importune- 
you, I will shew ynto you thar it isra- 
ther to occommodat you, & to draw 
you from the paine of going hereand 
there to ſearche your living , which 
muſt bring much intertuption to yout- 
contemplation, which require repoſe 
& ſilence, and may not be had bur in 
the wilderneſſe. Knowthen that being 
left ani orphan without father and mo- 
ther I'was ecmancipared by publick au- 
thoriticalitle beforetheterme of my 
maioritie & cofiſequently put in the 
poſſeſhon of my goods whichare not 
ſo ſmall but they are ſufficient to nou- 
rish ewentic Hermits as you ate, 8 
I belecuethat not making the vow of 
pouertie in any Religious order , that 
I may keepe them and diſpoſe of 
thendas God $hall inſpire me. = 
O 
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of perfeAtion, 9. 
Shall then live rogerher & what reuer- 
ſion wee Shall haue we will beſtow ir 
in almes, & in ſuch other pious works 
as you shall think good, without trou- 
bling our ſelues to begg for our main- 
tenance. And to Shew that it is true, 
that Icame not hither with emptie 
hands, or ynfurnished of things ne- 
ceſſarie to nourihe and cloathe my 
ſelfe, behold aſcantlet of the marter. 
Then did he shew the Hermite a 
great purſe full of piſtolls, and alſo ſo- 
me pretious ſtones more worth then 
gold, and yet did occupie lefle place. 
Good Nicephorus, who. did not ſec 
while he kept in this wildernefle ſuch 
great quantitie of this yealouemettall, 
whoſe luſter doth! dazle the eyes of 
many menin the world, did firmely 
beleeue in his minde that he was the 
Tentator,who vndera humaineshape 
came to diuert him from-the- way of 
perfeftion, which is that of holy po- 
uertic,which he traced for many yee- 
res within his litle caue.Wherupon ar- 
ming himſelfe with the marke ” Ouy 
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faluation and vttering thename of our 
Sauiour with a low yoice, ſeing that 
Triſtan did not vanish away , to cleare 


himſelfe of his doubt, he rooke him' 


ſoftlic by the arme and faidto him ; It 
I had not knoynethat ſpirits hauc nei- 
ther fleshe nor bones, as I do teele 
you to haue, I would fay thar ir is the 
Diwvell that came to ſollicit meto my 
ruine, offring mericheſſe, as he did to 
the ſonne of God when he aſſaulted 
him in the wilderneſle. But I feare thar 
Not taking ypon him the forme of 
man he doth poſſeſle your hearr to 
produce in mynethe ſame cftef,8& to 
ſlideintoirtthe death of grace by the 
yenime of auarice. I will then ſay vnto 
you the ſame that the Apoſtle faid to 
Simon Magus,away with your gold & 
filuer from me, which I know are the 

I dolls of the world, to which they are 

like, thatdo adore them, and thar pur 
their confidence in them : that manis 

abondantly riche that is poore in 
Izsvs CHr1sT.Tloue my begging, 
bywhich I coquer heauen for my (elte 


{4 
| 


of perfeftion. It 
{ & make others to conquer it for 
them, making them to merit cuerla- 
ſting goods when' they giue me of 
their earthly goods ) better then all 
your treaſure: Itis long fince I haue 
put of that $hirt of earthly poſſeſſion, 
and how should I putt it on againe ?I 
hauec washed my fcere & chaſed from 
my mindethoſe groſeafteQions, and 
how should I contaminat them of the 
new? Iwillneuer call back againe what 
I haue once quitted and renounced 
with a good will for the loue of my 
Maiſter; he hath nourished me ſo ma- 
ny yeeres in theſe deſerts, both with 
the dew of heauen, which is the Manna 
of his conſolations, and with the fatt 
of tHe earth, which is the daylic bread 
of the neceſſitic of the body, as I haue 


. all ſubie@rco bleſle' his prouidence , 8 


toconfirme my felfe in this truththac 
ſuch as feeke for God and his kingdo- 
me can never want any thing. For my 
part, I will promis you no gold nor 
fluet , but that only which God will 
ſend mg by the hands of _ as he 

| Y, 
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Shall inſpire tro do me charitic,I will 
impart it to you. In the meane ti- 
me | will tell you, that if you will do 
as Iacob did, quitt the houſe of the 
traitour Laban, which is the world, 
to inioye the embracing of Lia and 
Rachell, to witt, Action and Con- 
remplation, it is neceſlarie that you 
burie thoſe Idolls at rhe foote of 
the Terebinthe of the crofle, and 
that glorifying in nothing bur in 
Izsys CHRIST crucified, you will 
imitat him in his nuditie, gloriouſly 
1gnominious, by depriuing your ſel- 
te of the care of temporall richeſle, 
according the Counſell, which he 
gaue to that yong gentilman, who 
was like to you, to quitt all, that 


' + he might be perfeCt, not admitting 


him of his traine if firſt he yyould 
mot diſtribut to the poore all that 
he poſleſled. But my ſonne quoth 
the good Hermitte, I feare you re- 
ſemble roo much this yong man, & 
that- like ynto him you will retire 
your ſelfc with a heauic heart, nog 
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being able to digeſt the birtetneſle 
ofthis drugg , which make men for- 
fake all the goods of the earthe, 
that they may aſpire to heauenly 
goods, and that you will not ſo ca» 
ſely diſpoſſeſſe your ſelfe of them 
as Iacob did putt of the skins which 
couered his hands, & good Ioſeph 
his cloake. 

That I may not lie ynto you, 
quoth Triſtan, I could never belecue 
that for being ah Hermite a man 
muſt haue renounced the inheritan- 


ce of his forefathers, but well I knew 


it to be neceflarie for to be admit- 
red of thoſe religious orders,inwhich 
is made the ſolemne Vow of po- 
ucrtie; a thing not only neceſlarie, 
bur alſo very cafie in thoſe great 


Communalties whether they be ri- The veb6 


che or begging Communalties be- 


cauſe the Religion doth oblige it e«fe #» 


ſelfe ro intertaine the Religious 
as they do conſecrat themſelues to 
the obſeruance of the rules of the 
Religion. But an Hermicte that li- 
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ues alone without ſupport is oftert- 
times truſting co a badd dynner 
while he exſpe&ts Manna or larks 
co fall from heauen to himzas they 
did to the Ifraclites; for God doth 
not shew ſuch fauours to all nations 
nor worke ſuch miracles ypon all 
occaſions, Such as putt their truſt | 
in God, quoth the Hermite, are not 
shaked no more then is Mount Sion: 
Hethat dwells in Hierufalem, which 
is in the protetion of the God of 
heauen, & whoſe very gates he doth 
Joue, is no more moued when he is 


in want, then when he hath _ 


of all things, being aſſured thar the 
hand of God is not shortned, nor 
his power diminished. He that hath 
care of the crocs litle ones bein 

abandonned by their Dames, and of 
the leaſt ſparrow; yea, of the leaſt 
flic, will neucr abandon him that li- 
ues uſt before him all his life time. 
The ſunne will ſooner faileto lighten 
the world, then his prouidence ro 


Shine ypon ſuch as he loues; he that 


— _— — 
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ſpreds his beames and pouers his rai- 
ne equally ypon| the iuſt and the 
vniuſt, that gwes nourisghment to all 
flesch,and that neede do no more 
bur open his hand to replenish all 
creatures with bencedifQtion. 

| All that may be good, quoth Tri- 
* ſtan, in the pulper but the praftiſe 
+ 15 quitt otherwiſe; For my parr; [ 


z would make no! difhicultic to re- 


* nounce to the inhericance of my 
* forefathers, nor to make a vow of 
pouertie in a good Connent, which 
-$ $hould be well rented, or being of 
Z a begying order,/that should be ft- 
tuated in a good ccittie, where they 
cate the ſinnes of the people, whe- 
# re all men labour for you while you 
pray for all men, where they find 
7 the bread ready baked, the wine all 
7 pure, the meat ready drefled, where 
they haue no care of any thing, nor 
think of cromorrow; prattiſing, ſim- 
plic & in good carneſt theſe-words 


of the Scripture : ,Aske and thow shalt 1.14, 


have, ſecke and thou shals find ; Bur v*/7. 


It #1 4 


fgleriow the world, ſaid the Hermite, but be- 


thing be- -N- ' : 
* 5og fore God-it is a glorious thing, yea, 


fore Go 


- be 4 before that greatGod, who-makesbur 


prieſt, 
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without, that,to renounce my owne; \ 
itis a thing that all the cloquence of 
men and of the Angels may not 
perſwade me to do, for I do fee bur 
roo much cuery day how ſottish and 
ridiculous it is, to bea poore prief. 

So it is without doubt according 


follie of the wiſdome of the world, 
& of the follic of the crofle wiſdome, 
and who doth-confound the faſkand 
pompe of richeſle by humble po- 
uertic, before him that came to 
euangelize the poore, who doth 
heare their prayers, who. calls him- 
felf their father and tutour, who doth 
extollthemin his iwdgment as much | | 
as they are vilipended and held ab- 
iett in the iudgments of worldlings, 
Bur thoſe that are inſtrutted in the 
schoole of the croſle , which is tol- 
he to the Gentils, and ſcandall to 
the Iewes, but the vertue and ſfa- 
picnce of God to the faithfull ave 
| of an 
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of an other belicfe, they hold the 
poore to be yery happic, according 
the ſentence pronounced by the 
proper mouth of the ſonne of God: 
| but the children of the worddo nor 
ynderſtand that probleme of ſtrong 
| Samſon, becauſe they do not gloric 

but in the multitude of their richeſle, 


I muſt for all that graunt vnto you, Aon«® 


that the pouertic of Monaſticall per 


frcall po- 


ſons hath this aduantage of the po- ry eaſe, 


uertie of Hermites and ſecular 
prieſts (as they call them) that it is 
well shrouded from all preſſing ne- 
ceſſities within a well gouerned c6- 
monaltie. Y ou know 1 ſpeake of beg- 

ing orders, for to ſpeake of Con- 
zentuall friars which line by their 
reuenewves, they are not poore bur 
| in particular, in common they are 

riche, and they are poore inough 
in as much as they haue no pro- 
prictic of any thing ; in this fashion 
then may they be ſaid to be poore 
in the middeſt of their richeſle, and 
xiche inthe middeſt of their pouents: 


— 
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But the others albeit they be poore. 
not only in particular butalſo in com- 
mon, yet their pouertie is alwaics 
ſupported, ſuccoured and applauded, 
or at leaſtwiſe honored and eſteemed, 
in ſort that their ſufferances are 
regarded, and their wants glorious; 
they are riche in honnour, yea, in 
the middeſt of their ſufferances. In 
ſteade that a poore Hermite is de(- 
piſed by euery body, his complain- 
resare reietted, his wants ynknowne, 
his neccſſities do not appeere toany 
but to God: Heis all aloneshe is fore- 
faken, and abandoned, hauing no 
body to comfort him, nor to take co. 
paſſion of his miſcries, none to caſt 
him into the pond wherin he might 
fish ſome reliete. 

The ſame, I ay of a prieſt that is 
innecelhitie, cuery body doth laugh 
at him, and in ſtcade of ſuccouring 
him they vpbraid and floud him,the 
chardge him with falſe ne 
and calumnies , ſo that he may well 


fay with the Plalmiſt: O lord theres 
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4 | Procheſlc of thoſe that Diſdayne 
your deare Vertue of pouertie, with 
; which you haue beene borne, you 
| lived anddied, making yourſelf nec- 
die and poore to replenish vs with 
the incſtimable richeſle and treaſures 
of your merits; theſe reprocheſſe 6 
v'Y Lord are fallen ypon me, and con- 
fuſton hath coucred my face: 1 am ?/1.58. 
| made a ſtranger to my o'VVne brothers ; 
anda vacabond to the children of my 
owne mother. 
Father, quoth Triſtan, that is the 
thing which I find leaſt ſupportable 
\ {- | of the infiniteuells, which accopanic 
pouertie: for honour of all the goods 
which doth inuiro vs being molt pre- 
tious}I would ſooner ſuffer that they 
Should touch. theball of myne eye, 
then ingage me in that point. And. 
I do graunt ynto you that I am not 
yet come to that point of mortifica- 
' tion, that I. may ſuffer and. indure 
icſts and.contumelies no more then. 
did the Prophet Eliſeus, much mo- 


x: holy and more paticntthen Iam, 
C ij 
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that could not indure the litle chil- 
dren to reproach ynto him that he 
was bald, an imperfeQion very light 
and naturall. and which as it should 
ſeeme he should acknowledg , and 
mocke the weakneſſe of thoſe litle 
ſoules , ratherthen deſtroie them by 
the imprecation and curſes wihich he 
fulminated againſt them. 
My fonne, quoth Nicephorus; 
outake this example by a bad bias, 
& handle the brone where it burnes. 
The Prophetdid not regard the ou- 
trage which thoſe children did vnto 
hire , as an iniurie done to his owne 
perſonne, he was too humbleto take 
it in that ſort: but he did it to magni- | 
fie his office, for he would be = 
med of men as the Miniſter of God , 
and the diſpencer of his Myſteries; 
and becauſc he carried the ambaſſade 
of God , and that an affront or diſ- X 
ym done to an Ambaſſadour doth 
urt the honour of his Maiſter, and 
returne to the preiudice of his glo« 


ric that ſont him, according thay 


"a> = je - = 
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which is written: He that heares you 
beares me, and he that deſpiſeth you der 
Fþiſeth me, For this reaſon the Pro- 
phet prayed God that he would che- 
ſtiſe rhoſe inſolent boyes with exem- 
plar punishmenr, to teach great men 
what the fire of Gods choler would 
do being once kindledin drie wood, 
if ir did conſume the greene wood 
with ſo great ardour; and what do 
you know but the corporall cuell 
which he procured to them boyes 
was cauſe of their ſpirituall good, and 


Luca Yo. 
9.16, 


of the Saluation of their ſoules, ma- 


king them to taſt of death inanage 
more capable of innocencie then of 
malice ,and conſequentlic more ſuſ- 
- Ceptible of Gods grace then of his 
wrathe?in ſtead that had they in an 
age more reepe filled yp the mea- 
ſure of their ſinnes,and gone forward 
in their yice, they might perchance 
acquire their damnation. In this ſort 


- did S. Paule deliver to Sathan the 


body of that fornicatour, who made 
the liuing temple of God the mem- 


D d 
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bers of alecher to fue his ſoule from, 
euerlaſting damnation. O my child 
how yong thou art yet in the wartfa- 


more dolorous then ignominious & 
Shamefull, yea, execrable, according 
that ſaying: Curſed s every one that hag- 
ethon a tree. How farr you ſtraic from 
+ the ſtandard of him who for ys was 
loaden with reprochefſe,who didnor. 
turne his face from. thoſe that ſpert 
ypon it, nor his cheekes from thoſe. 
that did buffet them, nor his chinne- 
from thoſe that pulled of his beard; 
. how farr, 1 ſay, you goe fram him. 
who was made a ſpeQtacle before his. 
eternall father, before the Angels 
and before men, who was expoſed to. 
be a mocking ſtock to thoſe that (a- 
we him nayled vpon the crofle, to. 
be icſted by them &. to nodd and 
Shake their heads on hit ? How 
badd a diſciple wouldeſt thou be to. 
thoſe great. Apoſttes, thoſe high. 
montaignes whereon is laid the fun- 
dation of the cittic of God, who de- 


re of the croſle, which in it ſelf is no. 


\ 
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parted frolike and toyfull from the 
great aſſemblies where they were 


fAlouted and contumeliouſly handled; 
; forthe publicarib of the ſacred nariie 


and holy doQrine of Its ys Cyktsr ? 
Verely you muſt chage your ſtileand 
language, and/alſo your thoughts and 


| maximes, if you perſcuere in that ho« 


ly deſire of arcligious life;eſpeciallie 
that which regard the mortification 
of honour: for as I haue alreadierold 
you, the Connentuall pouettic is 
reſpeed and reuerenced , bur our 


| pouertie is mocked and flouted. 


So I belecue, quoth Triſtan, that L 


you Hermites are not poore but of 


neceſſhtie; and not of free will, by rea» 
ſon of which your pouertic may not 
haue the glorie of the voluntarie 


' which the Euangelicall pouerrie doth 
| deſerue. This 1s the cauſe why men 
| putt you not in the tanke of regular 


but of ſecular beggers, who are redu- 
ced to neceſſitie by the deſaſter os 
fortune, which if they ſupport with 


patience» I belecue they 5hall haue 


— - — — ww on 


£4 A diſcouts 

honour befote God who ſees theit 
hearts, but not before men. And thar 
I do not lye ynto you, I would not 
eſtceme itana@ of prudence of him 
chat hath a patrimonie and makes 
himſelf an Hermite, to renounce to 
that which he doth poſlefle, to make 
himſelf afterwards by begging odious 

and importune to the comon wealth, 
perſwading my ſelf that a man 
should drinck of the water of his | 
owne ceſterne, and draw the laſt | 
' drop of it, before he would goe to | 
the well or fontaine of his neighbour, 
( being that it is reaſonable that every \ 
man live of the goods which God 
ue him, or at leaſtwiſe, that he cate | 
his bread by the ſweat of his bro® ! 
Wes. 
Deare fir, quoth the Hermite, the 
holy Apoſtle doth fay ,that being a 
litle one he ſpoake according his age 
but comming tra be more great, he 
bad thoughts and diſcourſes of a hi- 
gher kind. I know well by your ſong 
that you are yetin a ſpirituall infan- 
CIC 
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pular errour. Yer cannor I well yeld 
or aflent ra what you propoſe, when 
I collider that this word Monke doth 
ſignifie a man who of deuotion doth 
leade a ſolicarie life, which Conuen- 
tuall friars do not, ling in Com- 
munitie, and if I may ſo termeit,in 
troups within their Couents, having, . 
all their exerciſes in common , 8& 
being almoſt ſtill rogether, bc it in 
the quire, or in the RefeQorie, at 
their Chapter, or at their corporall 
labours, at their leflons and at their 
conferences ,and alſo at their con- 
uerſations with the neighbours, in 
ſort that me thinks they haue reaſon 
to call themſelues Religious men, as * 


it were men tyed together by a ſ0- xe,/en 
cCictic of an yniforme lite, which ma- £643-4ey 


kes, thar albeit their companies con- 


may be 


ſiſt of divers members, they arc ne- l;g--m? 


uerthelefle condutted by one & the 


ſame ſpirit and mind, which 1s the fenche 
plaſter and mortar by which theyare F4*%*> + 


tyed and 1oyned in God the one to 
the other, according to thas which 


E 


F 
lie, 


Me 
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is written of the firſt Chiſtians, that 
they had not amongſt, them but one 
hart and one (oule. And the molt 
preſſing knots which bind them o- 
gether, befids the knot of charitic, 
which bind the moſt perfe& of them, 
and isthegreattye of perteCtion,are 
the ſolemne vowes,by which thoſe 
thar be profeſt do oblige themlſelues 
to the order in which they are 1ncor- 
porated, & the order in like manner 
doth oblige it ſelf ro ſuchas itrecei- 
ueth. And the are thoſe vowes, as 
farr as 1 could learne of learned 8 | 
Their . denote Religious men, that put them, 7 
lemne in the ſtate of perteQtion: in which t 
non ;- are not the Anacorits who make not ; 
a» thefix. theſe yowes; at leaſtwiſe lolemne, 
-* lng but lead a priuat aud particular life , 
without having any other ſocietie 
with their neighbours, but thar which, 
tyc all Chriſtians one to an other,as 

children of the ſame church. 
Inthetime of our Sauiour,ſaith the 
Hermire, Martha murmured againſt 
Macie. I ſee well that you haue 
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learned all thoſe things out of the 
mouth of ſome Conuenruall friar 
animated by a kind of zeale, which 

it it be not indilcrite and withour 
fcience; at leaſtwiſe, it 15 sharp, and 

bitcer againſt vs poore Monks, the 
outcaſt and ſweeping of the world , 

and whoare nothing cls but voices, 

which by their grones and fighes do 

make the Ecchos of theſe deſerts ring 

and found; But blefled by God , 

who in this qualitie made vs, at leaſt- 

wiſe imitatours and followers of that 

great fore-runnner of the Mcthas de- 

clared ro haue beene the grearclt 
amongſt the children of men by the 
proper mouth of the ſonne of God, 

& placed vs vpon Maries portion, 

which he fatd to be the beſt, not- 
withſtanding: the complaints and 

going about of Martha. "There is Friars 
nothing more iniuſt then thoſe kind 77). 
of people which approuenothing but bur cheir 
their owne aCtions, and find nothing _ 
good but what they do themſclues. , 
Happie is he that can c_ their 

"= | 
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cenſures. In the meane time there is - 
no charitic in theſe reprehenſions,for |. 
that yertue isnot icalous, and in tho» 
ſe kind of peoplenothing is ſeene bur 
emulation , not of the beſt grace, as 
the Apoſtle faith, but ſuch as tend 
ro cettaine patticularities , which 
breede partialities and theſe partia- 
lities ingendreth falſe imaginations 
of deuotion, which hath bur the bar- 
ke and not the true pith of pietic : 
for true pietie is good for all things, 
and all theſe corentions are good for 
nothing. Charitie doth no idle nor 
euell thing , and the effeQs which 
are ingendred of thoſe ſubrtile que- 
ſtions, of thoſe ſtates of perfeQtion,of 
Compe- theſe compariſons of lives, and of 
4 neg) the diverſities of rules and Orders, 
9rdercare are-good for nothing, but very hurt- 
g*ed for full ſome times to the reputation of 
mothing, Rs 7 . 
many. Charitie is not puffe yp with 
pride,nor ambition, but humble and 
reſpeQiue of all men, neuer prefer- 
ring herſelfe ro any. The hart which 


she doth poſleſle is neuer puffed vp 
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with preſumption, neuer lifts vp ir 
. browes with ſcorne of any body, nor 
make it aſpire to great things; albeit 
Shee be herſelfe very perfe& , yer 
doth she apprehend this great word 
of perteion. She neuer ſeekes her 
owne proper intreſt nor profit; bur 
that of IesvsCHrIs Tt, & in him 
that of the neighbour. ' Notwith- 
ſtanding it is a diſeaſe common in- 
ough within Cloiſters, and I dareſay, 
in a manner contagious(not to deſpi- 
fe thoſe of other orders; for that had 
beene manifeſt follie) but ſo to eſtee- 
me of the order wherin they are the- 
felues inrolled , as if there werenone 
bur it worthy of conſiderationinthe 
church of God. Ir is a Phariſaicall 
ſpeech toſay, Iamnor like other me, 
eſpecially like this Publican. I donor 
ſay but a Monkeor Friar may, yea 
ought, as he is tyed in body & habir 
rothis Order, ſo ought he to have a 
particular inclination to it, & to loue 
it vith a loue of preference, and 


ſingular preterece : But this cſtceme 
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Should temaine with in his owne 
breaſt, without ſuffring it to paſſe our 
of his mouthe,in fort that the account 
which he makes of it may not obfu- 
ſcat the merits of other Regular co- 
anies. For euen as all particular 
men ,{s all ſocicties haue receiued of 
God diuers graces and fauours, ſome 
this way, & ſome that way ,as they 
recciued ſo many liniaments of their 
vidages, as do diſtinguith them one |. 
from an other , and fo many allure- 
ments to call them from the world 
that would giue themſclues to pieric 
with more perfettion. But,that they 
Should thinke to exclude;etther from 
the ſtare of perfeQion, or from pre- 
tending to perfefion (which is moſt 
defirable)ſuch asdo not make profe(- 
fion of that kind of Conuentuall and 
Monaſticall life, it would not be only 
ro offcnd our faith , but alſo to ſwar- 
uc from the common opinion , and 
fall into abſurdities which may nor 
be admitted by any of ſolide iudg- 
ment. For if the ſtate of perteQion 
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by tycd to certaine obſeruations 
without which men may not be per- 
fe&;or depend of an habit reade after 
a.certaine fashion, and of yowes,yea 
ſolemne, more then of the praftiſe 
of thoſe heroicall vertues, which are 
counſelledinthe Ghoſpell, who doth 
not ſce that it muſt be concluded 
that our Saviour himſelf, the patter- o«r 84s: 
ne of the mountaine, and not the _ 
modell only of perfetion , but per- my 
f{ tion it ſelfe, hath not beene in this S&e+ of 
ſtate, conſidering that we do not read Relegoen: 
that euer he made thofe yowes in 
which they pur the eſſence of the 
ſtare of perfeftion? The fame may 
| be ſaid of his holy mother, who by 
the imitation of her ſonne having 
perfeQly obſerued obedience, po- 
uertic and chaſtitie, ought neceſfart- 
lie to be held very perfeQ, albeit wee 
do not reade in exprefle termes, thar 
by yowes folemac made, She pro- 
miſed to praiſe theſe Counlells. 
But if the church doth piouſly belee- 
ue vith S, Hicroſme , that by theſe 


& 


Apoſtles 
and Pa. 
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Religion, 
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words, which he ſaid to the Angell 


who ſaluted her, how $hall that be 


which thou faieſt , that I shall be a 
mother whenas, I know no man? 
Shee doth witneſle that shee reſol- 
ued in her heart to keepe her inte- 
gritic , and promiſed to God perpe- 
tuall yirginitie;z it 1s certaine that 
this interpretation 1s not yet propo- 
{ed to the faithfull, as an article of 
faich, no morethenis to this preſent 
her immaculate Conception,but well 
15 propoſed, thar shee was a Virgin 
before, during , & after her child- 
birth, and in ſomme4that sheeremay- 
ned alwaicsa Virgin yntill her death, 
Ic would follow alſo that the Apo- 
ſtles, and if. wee pleaſe to aſcend 
higher, the Patriaches and Prophets, 


make the and he that participated of the gra- 
Gobbes of jy 


ces and qualities of the one and the 
other, S. Iohn Baptiſt the greateſt 
amongſt the children of men,should 
not haue beene in the ſtate of per- 
feftion, becauſe we do not reade that 
euer they made theſe yowes in which 
they 
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eic, but when youshall be moread- 
uanced in it, you will change thoſe 
humaine maximes into Euangelicall 
dxiomes, Which are of a higher note, 
and of a more excellent accent; if 
thou haddeſt beenic a Religious man 
thou wouldeſt learne to ſpeake ace 
cording the preceprs of Religion, 
which conliſt in the praQtiſe of the 
Eyangclicall cotinſells. . 

That is good, quoth Triſtan, for 
thoſe Religious men which oblige 
them(ſclues by yowes, but not for 
you Hermites, who do nothing bur 
what you pleafe, who liue after your 
owne fancic,and who are your owne 
maiſters. 1 will replie ynto you,quotkr 
the Hermite z that which an ancient 
painture ſaid to a great lord, who 


rooke ypon himfelt within his shopp/* 


T 
anciet 


The 
”g of 


to diſcours of the art of painting, as pumreur, 


many wotds as you ſpeake are fo 
many ſoleciſmes againſt my att, hold 
four peace or els my apprentices 
will mock your ignorance. It 1s true 
that your ighorance is pardonable, 
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conſidering thar being a ſoildiout 
(for Triſtan bad a fwerd at his fide) 
you ſpeake of Religious affaires , 
even as a Churchman would 
ſpeake of matters of warrs. But if 
rhou wilt inrolle thy ſelf in the ho- 
ly and ſpirituall warfare of Religion 
you will diſcours more netely and 
more <orre(tly of rheſe things. Fa- 
ther, quoth Triſtan, I told you alrea« 
dy that I defire much to be an Her- 
mite, butnort a Religious man. And 
I, quoth Nicephorus,do anfwere yn- 
to you, that that is as if you would 
ſay , I would faine be a reaſonable 
creature but not a man, or otherwiſe, 
I would faine be a Monke and no 
Religious man; or thus , I would be 
a Religious man and no Monke,con- 
ſideting that a Monke & a Religious 
man is the ſame thing , as is a man 
and a reaſonable creature. But many, 
ſaith Triſtan, do not ynderſtand it 
fo, for I haue ſcene many Religious 
men which would take it for an in- 
jurie, 8 for a kind of diſgrace to be 
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called Monks,-and ſuch as confelle 
themſclues ro be Monks. and-are.{o 
named in their rules are glad to be 
called Religiousmen, {o, much this 


that without doubt, through thafaulg 
of thoſethat did iprofane and: disho- 
nour it by their hadd lives... -{... ., 
| Yow ſay true ,quoth, the Heemi- 
te, and this imaginarie, diltinQion 
hath becne)inuented' ok-late yeerass 
and'that- only .in. France, becauſe, of 
the berefic which defamedthatholy 
name of Monke, as.she did oper her 
vppure. mputhe againkt tho charchs 
corrupung: thas: which. SBE&. knew 
know nat, or- Was, gngant-df,and 
lancing) que quippes &tants(in.which 
She pures all. the farce of her-atgu» 
ments) againſt, che molt ſacred; my- 
ſeries of 'Qur holy faith, And when 
Ifay that this: diſtin&ion. ofa Mon 
ke and a Religious man is ay a New 
.H 


Thename 


boly mame'of Monke, do venerable },,"” 
in ancient time is become: dilagrear novv owe 
ble to the cares of this aur ageg,and 7 "91% 


as... 
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impreſſion, and came lately out of 
the braines of ſome which ground 
themlelues ypon imaginations diſtil- 
led, I know not how, I do not ay it 
of any contempt of their ſubtilirie, 
but to maintaine the truthe;of which 
T haue for witneſſes all thoſe that are 
beyond the Alps & the Perinean 
VR. montaignes, as the Italians and Spa- 
ligiow « niards, among Which the word Re- 
va Kino ligious 1s not knowne , albeit thoſe. 3 
»-r ix Countries do abound more with | 
tIrale, Monks, then doth our Countrie of 
France. The Irtaliats do call Reli- 
gious mien 1. Monach, or 1, Fratth, the 
Spaniards call then Zos Monyes , or los 
Frayles, which is as much to lay, as 
the Monks or Friars of ſuch an or- 
| der. As forthe name Father, which 
" the vulgar ſort do giue to the Regu- 
7} lars, who are honored with the Sa+ 
| cerdorall charatter, and with the di- 
| pnitie of prieſthood, it was not at-+ 
tributed in the begining of Monaſti- 
call inſtitution but to the Supetioury 
of cueryMonaſtcric,yho as ſuch,vo» 


es I ee ee. I_ 
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re called Abbotrs, which1s as much 
to (ay as father, and all the reſt thar 
were' their children and  ſubieQs 
were called brothers. And to 
ſpeake as I think, if thoſe that are : 
married folke haue not the qualitie 
or title of Fathers and mothers but 
when they haue iflue, and thar the 
heauens do fauour, them with the 
benediionto haue children ; fo this 
appellation of ſpirituall Fathers doth = gp 
not ſceme to appertaine bur'to Pa- # be cal- 
ſours only, be they Prelats or infe- #2 74: . 
riour prieſts, who haue chardge of . 
ſoules; aud watch over them, as being 
bound to render an account-of them 
toGod. who is thePrince of Paſtours, 
the Bishop of our ſoules, and rhe 
grand Maiſter of the yinuerſall flock 
of the world. Which appellation of 
Father,if it be appropriated to fim- 
ple prieſts, principallic in the admi- 
niſtration of the Sacraments, it is bes 
cauſe that in the diſpenſation of the 
Diuine myſteries they hold rhe pla- 
tc of the Paſtours , who can not do 
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allchings by their owne proper hadg 
and in proper perſon; and to ſpeake 
with the Canons, wha do adminiſter 
4þe; Sacraments by the allowance 
and permiſhi6 of the proper Paſtour, 
Jeauing 10:0ur Dofours to. decide 
who. that is properlic (peaking, for 
there is 4 controuecrſie of ir, which 
Should nor be, decided by a poore 
Hermice- as I am, Neuercheleſle. 
fuch as I am, in my youth, I made 
.. ſome yoyages, and principallic into. 
-- Kalic, and made ſomgtaye & ſeiour 
in the, Court of Rome, following a 
gaeat Cardinal , ſay great inranke, 
as theyareall, and greater in bloud. 
and-ſanitie.as theyarcnor all. You 
know: the eminencic. of the qualitic 
which thoſe famous. Seigncurs baue, 
andto which theſeaApoſtolick hath. 
raiſed them : Yer-when the Popes do 
draw thera out of Cloiſters, rakin 
cheir lamps-from.vndcr the bushell, 
and: putting it ypon the candleſtick, 
tothe end that the light of theitme- 
gitsdolightea all the houſe of God, 
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which is the church, rhey never for. 
fake ' the qualitie of brothers, or 
Friars, as the marke of their.t 
ritie, no more then they forſake the 
colour of the habit of the orderwhers 
in they madertheir profeſſion. Their 
titles are moſt renowned lore and 
right reuerend father in 'God, if he 
be a Bishop, brother ſuch a one,Car- 
dinal of the holy church of Rome, 
Bishop of ſuch a place, or-pricſt 'or 
Deacon of ſuch a title. | 
As for Bishops, when our of Re- 
ligious Orders they are aſlumpred to 
Epiſcopall dignitics, fot a'marke-of 
their ancient Tcgularitic,. from-the 
obſeruance of which theyare'exep- 
ted paſling to an other 'obedience 
& diſcipline, they carric alwates rhe 
colour , and-in ſome'ſorr, the forme 
of their habit, albeir they paſle from 
the ſtare of perte&ion 'to be acqui- 


red; tothe ſtate of perfeftion acqui- 2;.4553 
red., as the ſucceſſours of the Apo- the wer,” 
ſtles, yer be ir:of humilitie, or of af- _—_ 
FcQion ro their oder, to the title of App. 
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RightReuerend fatherin God, they 
add that of brother or Friar ſuch # 
Bishop, of ſuch a church : in which 
is ſcene that they take the name Fa- 
thet as they are Paſtours, and theo 
name brother as they are Monks or 
Friars, Whence it may be concluded 


Of 6Ghat that the tiame Father doth not pro- 
shewld , perly belong to Friars or Monks as 


* (ach,bur to Paſtours and Prieſts who 
hauc Chardg of ſoules. Add that the 
ar ſort Hcaking ofa Bishop that 
val beene a Relig 10us rhan do ſay; 
ya Bishop is a Fri riar or Monke,and 
thoſe Prelats do not take.it to ſcorne 
to be called Monks or Friars, as do 
in thoſe parts ſome ſimple Conuen- 
tuall Friars, otherwiſe called Reli+ 
10Us Men: }. 

I confefle ynto you, quoth Tri- 
ſtan, that I haue as litle $skill in tho- 
ſc Monaſticall matcers, as I haue ex- 
perience in that kind of life, which 
is ſequeſtred from the world; Wher- 
fore I went ſtill with the commaen 
Opinion, which as I percciue is # pay 

= 2 pulax 
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chey put the eſſence of the Regular 
life, albeit they had the praftiſe of 
thoſe yertues in an eminent & high 
degree. Ir would follow morcouer 
that ſo many millions of Monks 
which peopled the deſerts, and who- 
ſc ations almoſt inimitable wee ci- 
not readewithout admiration,should 
not haue beene in this blefled ſtare, 
being that they were many yceres be- 
fore theſe tyo great law-makers of 
Regularitie , S. Baſile inthe Orient, 


S. Baſile, 
and S. Benet in the Occident, who . Apr 
firſt eſtablished lawes & rules,for the rf «- 


r 
goucrnement of thoſe whom the de- ork | 


lire of perfefting themſclues in the comme -. 


nalties. 


Monaſticall diſcipline made to liue 
together in common. And then the 
voves of theſe two rules were but 
Gmple vowes, diſpenſable according, #elemwe 
the will of the Superiours, the ſolem- LY 
ne yowes being not introduced in, bu: of 
the church, but in. thoſe later ages ,, '='* 
for a more ſure bond and tye ot Re- _ 
gular Orders. Euen ſo did the Popes, 

decide in our dayes in conlideration, 
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Beneds- 


C9 Car- 
rhuſians. 


Fins, Ber ; —— 
»«r41ms manners, without ſpecifying the 


in a contraG there is no more force, 
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of the regular Clarks of the focictie 
of Its y $,that ſimple yowesare (uf- 
ficient tro put him that makes them 
in the ſtare of perfeQion which Re- 
yularitie doth promis,to the end that 
the yong Nouices of this holy fo- 
cietic, who make bur the firſt yowes 
Should haue the conſolation to be- 
lecue that they are in this honorall 
ſtate. Butro dive more deeplic into 
the matter, if the yowes which giue 
precepts to ſuchas obſcrue the Eui- 
gelicall counſells put them in the ſta- 
re of perfeCtion, how shall the Mon- 
kes of S. Benet , S. Bernard and the 


Fobbes of Catthuſians, which make but yowes 


of ſtabilitic, & of correQting their 


yoves of chaſtitie, pouertic or obe- 
dience, be in this ſtate of perfe@ion? 
I know that the schoole Do@ours 
do anſwere, that the promiſes of the- 
ſe three Counſells are implicite, as 
they ſpeake, contayned in the two 


yoves aforeſaid. Bur if fo be, thar 
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according the prouerb, then ſuch as 
men put in 1t, and that words are 
worth no more then as they ſound, 
how $hall the ſtate of perfeftion be 
am9nglt the BenediQtins, the Car- 
thuſians and the Bernardins? We 
may ſay, that properly (peaking, that 
happic ſtate is not deſcended from 
heauen bur ſince the Conucntuall 
Friars are deuided into more bran- 
ches then cuer Xerxes deuided the 
river Gindes , &- that as many as will 
not |put themſclues within their At- 
ke $hall remaine in theDeluge of in 
perfeCtion. I know well they will re- 
 plicz that for calling theſelues Regu- 
lars they do not hold that all other 
Chriſtians ate irregular, that for cal- 
ling themſelues brothers,they donor 
ſeparat themſclues from the Frater- 
nitie of Chriſtiavitic, nor do not take 


In the 


from the laitic that title which the g,,;,,,0 


firſt Chriſtias in the primitueChurch 


auc to themſclues, that for calling 


Church 
all Chrs- 
14s SVbe- 


themſclues Religious they do not re calcd 
hold other men to be irreligious 8 9%" 
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impious, that for being inrolled in 
particular Orders, they do not hold 
that other children of the Church 
doe liuc in diſorder; but that their 
vowes putting them in a ſtate which 
doth oblige them to rend to a higher 
perfeQion, then that of the com+ 
mon ſort, they haue reaſon to think 
chat they are intheſtate of perfeQti6. 
To which I anſwere; that the ſtate of 
perfeCtion is that , which approche 
necreſt to the imitation of the ſonne 
of God, of his moſt holy mother, 8 
of the holy Apoſtles, and that this 
imitation c6ſiſting rather in the pra- 
Ctiſe of the Evangelicall Counſells 
thenintheyowes of them, that ſuch 
as are moſt aduaunced in thoſe ver- 
rues are moſt perfe&t, & in a more 
perfe& eſtate then thoſe that only 
make vowes of them, and not praQtiſe 
them. And if they will ſay that a 
vow doth oblige him that makes it, 
ro imbrace alſo the praftiſe of it, 8 
ro run in that ſort, as the Apoſtle 
faith, that he may arriue to the burr 
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vf perfeftion; I will replic that of- 
rentimes it had beene better not to 
hauc| vowed, then afrer vowing to 
performe (o ill their ptomiſe,as ma- 
ny doe, for they may not mock 
God, bur in the end they $hall be 
punished for it : and the punishmec 
which he takes is ſomuch the more 
ſcuere that it comes but flow. Bur 
they will ſay, that a yow added to 
the praftiſe of the Counſells hath 
the fame aduantage that faire appar- 
rell, and pretious ſtones haue being 
added to an excellent beautic, which 
15 never {o excelhue in it owne na- 
rure bur the art of garments doth 
alwaies bring it more luſter; ſo a yow 
belids the grace which it giues to a 
man, giaes him alſo a certaine ſtable- 
nefſe & firmeneſſe, when he Tees 
himſelfe ingaged by theſe holy bods 
to the ſeruice of God, from which 
he may not withdraw himſelfe with- 
our incurring or as S. Paule faith, 
without acquiring his damnation, 


And I confcilc ſo much, that a yow 
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is a moſt holy and Religious ation; 

& that it is a ſtrong motiue, and a 

preſſing ſting to make a man run the 
ol race of perteion : but for a manto 
"1 denie alſo that many men did as per- 


1152 
gelical feCtlie pradtiſc thele yertues vithour 


®%4 YOVCS, it would be rodraw ypon his | 
b6:heur owne back the examples , which we 1 
$674" © haye alteady produced of our Sa- 
GebSes, Uiour, of his holy mother, of the 
Apoſtles, Patriarches , Prophets, and 
of the firſt Chriſtians, who were ſo 
_ without that yow being be- 
ore the fundation of Monachiſme 
and Conuenruall life. Wirnefle char 
ancient Monke, who having conſu+- 
med many yeeres to perfect himſels 
fe in the exerciſe of the Euangelicall 
Counſells, had reuclation that the 
 Theads.. Emperour Theodoſius was equall to 
fas per- him in merit, albeit according the 
od **%- Rule of Regulars he was not inthe \ 
ve65, ſtate of their perfeftion : but he was 
a good Prince in the perfeCtion of 
his owne eſtat, and whoſocuer is ſo, 


according my {tmple wdgment may 
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be ſaid to be in the ſtate of perfe- 
fion. And that which doth fortifie 
me in this thought is, that 1 do nor 
find that the Scripture doth attribu- 
re perfection but to the praftiſe of 


Þ. 21. 


pry where it ſaith : If thou Wile Matt.ty. 


e perfebt , poe , ſell the things that thou 
haſt, &* give ro the poore , and come, fol- 
lovy me. And S. Peter ſayingto our 
Sauiour that he had executed the 
counſel! which he gaue to him and 
tro his Condiſciples, doth not ſpeake 
of any yow, but of the effeCt of ir 
by theſe words: Behold Ve hae left 
all thinzs, and haue folloVVed thee: 
VVhat therefore shall Wve have ? To 
whom for reward our Sauiour did 
promis a hundred fold in this world, 
& euerlaſting glorie in the other. 
I know well that a vow doth oblige 
a man to the praCtiſe of ir, and alſo 
that |ir doth deprive a man of all 
proprietie, leauing him nothing bur 
the {imple yſc of things neceſflarie, 
according the ſaying of the Apoſtle: 


Having foode, and YyherVYWwh to be 1.Tin. 6; 
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conered,, VVith theſe Ve ave content, 
And alſo I graunt that praftiſe ma- 
de in yertue of a yow, is hike ynto 
trees grafted, whoſe fruit are more 
{weer, & ſauorous, then that of other 
trees, but I know alſo, that as he that 
yov and effett it, shall be much re. 
warded, {o he that doth not execute 
what he promiſeth $hall-be doublic 
punished for having ingaged him- 
ſelfe in a combat which did not ſuc- 
ceede with him,orto ſpeake with the 
Apoltle,for having broken his word, 
And hethat followes the Counſclles 
without obligation, if he be but ſim- 
plic rewarded, he is not art all pu- 
nished when he failes, in ſort thar ir 
is written: Let him take 1t that can, he 
that imbraceth it doth "vVell , ex. he that 
doth not, doth not ill, in which conſfi- 
ſteth the difference betweene Coun: 
ſcllesand precepts, And meditatin 
with my ſelf ypon this ſubie&, I did 
often admeere, how it hapned, that 
perfeCtion was attributed in expreſle 
termes to poucrtie, and not to chaſti- 
tic, 
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tie, nor to obedience, conſidering 
that theſe two laſt yertues ſeeme to 
be ſo much the more excellent, by 
how much their ſubic& and obic&t 
doth excell that of pouertic:for there 
is no] doubt among men of 1dg- 
ment, but that corporall goods , 
which arc the pleaſures, to which 
men renounce by chaſtitic, and the 

oods of the ſoule, tro which men 
bidd/ farewell by renouncing them= 
ſclues and their proper wills, are of 
farr greater eſtcemation and worth 
then are the goods of fortune, wher- 


' of men deprive themſelues by po- 


ucrtic: for who will denic that the 
ſoule is more pretious then' meatec, 
and| the body more worth then it 
apparrell wichout he contradict, not 
only the Scripture but alſo common 
fens ? But if perfeCtion conſiſt in fol- 
lowing our Sauiour, doth not he ſay? 


He that Will fallovy me let him re- Lace yg; ' 
nounce himſelf, take vp hu croſſe and 3: 


follovVy me? And who is he that would 


notca{icr quitt what he doth poſlelle 
G | 
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then himſclf? roothe for toothe, and 
cyc for cyc, faith Iob, will man giue 
in countcrchange of his ſoule, whole 
Sacrifice is made by obcdicnce , 
obedience, which is better then 
all the Sacrifices of body and goods? 
That the praCtiſe of chaſtitic is a 
moſt perfeCt thing, it is very cuident 
by that which the wiſman ſaith : That 
there ts no price VVhich can equalla cha- 
ſte and continent ſoule. O Vhat a faire 
& excellent thing is, a generation full of 
puritie! And hethat is more then Sa- 
lomon, ſpeaking of thoſe volunta- 
ric Eunuches who gelded themſclues 
that they might the cater aſpire to 
Matthxy hcauen, doth not he ſay : That feyV 
*.*% doth Vnderſtand, and feVVer doth exer- 
ciſe this VVord, Shewing by the raritic 

of the praQtiſe the excellence of this 
vertue? In like manner, if [ durſt ſay 

ſo, it ſeemeth that the vow and ex- 

erciſe of pouertie which is made out 
Avc&ef of a Commonaltie ( which otherwiſe 
por hath great merit, becauſe of the obe- 


of « Com. dicnce which double the goodnefſe 
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of the ation by the force of her in- rw 
at 


Auence ) is more complcat, as Shee is 
more (difhcile and hard, then that 
which is made within a {ocietie, where 
the one cartieth the burthen of the 
other, where they incourage & com- 
fort one an other, and to ſpeake 
with the Scripure, where the one 
doth heate the other in deuotion, 
and ſuccour his brother in his nece({- 
fitic by a mutuall ayde; in ſteade that 
a ſolitarie Monke, who ſells all thar 
he hath, & diſtribute ir in almes ,& 
renounce all that he had, or might 
pretend in the world, to follow our 
Saviour in that nakedneſle, remay- 
ning with this proppe without any 
other | proppe bur the eternall pro- 
uvidence, doth exerciſe more accor- 
ding,the letter (I cannot tell what he 
doth according the Spirit) the Coun- 
ſell of.pouertic after the manner that 
it is laid downe in the Ghoſpellthen 
the other, where it is ſaid , that a man 
muſt quittall that he hath and follow 
the ſonne of God in this abſolute 
| G ij 
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nyditic, which hath no proppe in 
earth , and makes a man caſt all his 
thoughts on God, And who doth 
not (ce that hewho renounceth his 
patrimonie , and puts himſelf into a 
Monaſterie well rented, or to a 
Conuent of begging friars, which 
robablic hath her maintenance ar 
the gate for demaunding it; doth 
not often times paſlefrom a litle and 
oore ſecular familie into a riche and 
well ſupported regular Monaſterie, 
where he is more aſſured that he 
Shall want nothing that is neceſlarie 
for his maintenance, then if he had 
remayned in the world, where ſuch 
as are moſt fauoured by fortune, 


The fare and that are moſt aduaunced in ho- 
ef fe9%- nours and richeſſe are ſubieft to 


vis. 


ouerthrowes , to great falls, and to 
ſtrange deſaſters, and are like vnto 
thoſe falſe ſtarrs which fall and neuer 
get vp againe*f In one word, it 1s ve- 
ry cleere to ſuch as haue eyes, that 
as Conuentuall pouertic hatha luſter 
and an aduantage becauſe of the 


fx 
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vov |of it, ſo is shee alſo well 
rampared againſt the aſſaults of all 
misforrune , well refreſched by the 


"help of many aſliltances, though tho- 


ſe many times may be more cerimo- 


nious then compaſhonat. True po- ,,_  - 
uertie is that which indure with pa- werrie 
tience the want of things neceſlarie; "MR ” 


and/to deſire to haue the glorie of ” 
this /yertue without feeling the other 
points of neceſhitie, it is to deſire 
triumph and viftorie without com- 
bar, laurell and palmecrownes with- 
out putting himſelf ro any hazard. 
Euerie body knowes that Ananias 
and Saphira for hauing ambitiouſlic 
deſired the honour to ſceme poore 
like other Chriſtians, who did caſt all 
their goods withour reſeruing any 
thing, at the feere of the Apoſtles, 
were ſtrucken with the anathemeof 
death by the Spirit of God paſling 
oltnf qe mouthe of the Prince of 
the: fronftles. I know that the ſubti- 
lite 4aphoole divinitie, where the 
vertl..,arerchned as within a cruſer, 
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hath found out a number of faire 
reaſons to colour with a liuely ,and 
pretious enamel the Conuentuall po- 
uertic , which, when all is (ard, doth 
conliſt in diſappropriating a man of 
the poſſeſhon of the goods wherof 
he reraines the vſage: bur it happes 
often that theſe determinations ſo 
diſtilled, do refſemble thoſe quint- 


eflens which rturne into Vapours as 


Xe man ſgone as they ſee the aire. For in 


on this 


Gborld 


fine who in this world can ſay that 


hath but he is proprietaire of any thing , con- 
gbe Sfeof {idering that life it ſelf, without which 


thyngs. 


all other goods, mouable and im- 
movable are ynprofitable , is not giu6 
ro vs but in vſufrui, and not in pro- 
prictie? And to fay thata man doth 
renounce to his life, but keeps onely 
the yſe of it,is-it not to ſay that he 
quirs that which he keepes, ſeing . 
that life as well as richeſle doth nor 
conſiſt but in viage? ord; \ 
By this reconing Princeglue ey/eat 
lords who. are inglutted inz hy\ vres 
and wealth ouer head and shifulders 


/ 
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Should be without yow in the ſtate 
of pouertie ,ſecing that like ynto the 
Conventuall friars chey haue bur the 
yſc of their treaſures,8 that they do 
ngt handle it but by the hands of 
their treaſoriers,and ſuch other ofi- 
cers; and the greateſt kings of the 
earth what haue they but their liuin 
in this world, and the yſe of the ſame 
ſunne and the ſame elements which 
the ſimpleſt Countrymi doth parti- 
cipat equallic with them? Yet for all 
that the regular Do@ours do not 
graunt vnto them to be in the ſtate 
of perfeCtion, albcit that in the Scri- 
pture the ſoueraigne powers of the 
earth are putt in a ſtate of ſublimi- 
tie.O how the firſtMonks proceeded 
after an other fashion, if not in vow, 
at leaſtwiſe in the praQtiſe of pouer- 
tie,for after hauing ſold & diſtributed 
to the poore their patrimonie, they 
did caſt themſclues into the deſerts, 
flying from the world as well in bo« 
dy as in hart and minde, and there 
afflited , neceflitous and miſerable, 
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to vic Apoſtolik termes, they retired 
theſ(clues into caues and holes within 
the earth, imitating our Sauiour, who 
during his life had not a place to pur 
in his head, hauing no houſe of his 
owne, no Cloiſter, no cell, no Con- 
uent nor any other thing , which he 
might call his owne, bur the crofle, 
which he carried vpon his shoulders 
to Mont Caluaire. Alas! when shall 
that happic time come, in whichthe 
Monks, Anacorites and friats will re- 
ſuſcitat in themſclues the Spirit of 
that great Apoſtle, which may in- 


duce them to gaine their liuing by 
the labours of their hands, and to 
ate their bread with ashes, by the 
mes [weate of their browes, without mo- 
' firs leſting this man orthat man, ſome ri. 


__ mes by begging of almes from doo- 


Sorke re to doore, ſome times importunat- 
Re lie demaunding fundations for their 
chenbegg Monaſteries, and ſome times taking 
dowries, as they do in Nupnries ; & 

to ſpeake in ſacred termes, and ther- 

fore irreprehenſible, making lucre of 

picric 
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picrie & buſying the' ſimpler ſort ro Tir. 
draw profit to theſelues & doing like v”_ 
the liver, which doth not become 

fatt , but by the leanneſlſe of other 
members? I haue not beene a bur- 42.6. 
then to. any man, faith S. Paul glo- .cer.4, 
rifying |hitnſef in God, but reaching , | 
preaching and labouring, I have by t. Theſs, 
the work of my hids prouided what * ©** 
was netedfull for me. So did, fo liued 

theſe ancient Anacoretes,who made 
baskerrs & other ſmall works which 

they catried to the market to be ſold, 

to nourrish themſclues with thepri- 

ce of them,& ro giue the ſurplus to 

the poore: So did alſo the ancient 
Regulars ,as may be caſclic ſcene in Ancexr 


the Chronicles of the Orders, who 7**/7" 
litied in the ſeruice of God, and in heir 
the obſeruance of their rules, tilling labour. 
the carthe, digging and labouring 
the vine-yards, gayning their daylic 
wages during the harueſt and the 
ventage, and bringing all ro the c6- 
monaltie , withour reſeruing any 


thing to themſclues in particular ; 


H 
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vnder paine of excommunications 
and to be buried, if they were found 
dying, poſleflours of any thing 
whatlocuer, in the ſ{epulchers of 
beaſts: cutting the woods, drying 
vp marrish grounds, playing the 
joyners, and the carpenters,building 
of houſes,kceping of cattle and doing 
all other Countrie huſbandrie : the 
weaker ſort giuing themſclues to 
thoſe arts which are lefle painefull, 
as to play the taylours, the paintu- 
res, working, of wooll, & coppying 
of books, before printing became ſo 
common. In this ſort eucric one did 
cotribur his paine without any other 
reward to himſelf, but the abondance 
which is promiſed in heauen; The 
millions of Monks which lived in 
Monaſteries did infinit good to the 
neighbours about them, in ſtced of 
incommodating & oppreſſing them 
as now ſome do, they made themlſel- 
ues by their labourious induſtries the 
Fathers of the poore, being themſel- 
ucs pootc in all reſpets. I do nos 
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intend \by this to blame the reue- 
neves of the church ( knowing that 
all extremities are yitious and incline 
to errour) ſo they be moderart: for if 
moderation in all things is to be eſtee- 
med, in this kind itisnor only praiſe 
worthy , but in ſome ſort neceſſa- 
rie,the experience of ſo many ages 
making vs to ſee and fecle that ex- 
celle doth carrie men to abuſes and 
licentiouſneſſe, that I ſay no worſe; 
and as $5. Bernard ſaith,that if ſo be 
deuotion doth ingender richefle , 
theſe bad daughters when they be- 
come great doth ſuffocar& ſtifle their 
mother, and induce her to finne, as 
Loth that was ſo holy was induced 
by his owne daughters. Much leſſe 
do I intend to blame mendicitie or 
begging, conſidering that my ſelf 
doth make profeſhon of it, and 
knowing that it hath becne deuout- 
lie permitted in the church, and that 
ſuch as cried againſt the begging 
Orders of S. Francis and S. Domi- 
nick when they were newly inſtiu- 
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red, were conſtrained to imbrace the 
filece which was impoſed to them by 
the ſoueraigne Bishop the Pope. But 
it isto be wished,that this mediciric 
Sawing Should not be yſed but to ſupplic 
% rs be the default of manuel labour, when 
v/eavvhe afrer a diligent imploy they should 
noms find themfelues short of meancs to 
their 4 nourish theCommonaltic:for in that 
*"£ 2 caſe they might yſe the priuiledg of 
zour, the law of nature, which permit 
eucrie man to aske his living when 
he cannor labour for 'it. But to re- 
duce that to a forme or fashio,which 
is ordayned by the rules of the Mo- 
naſterie rouching corporall labour, 
towards the incloſures of gardens, 
which they till rather, for the health 
and pleaſure of particular perſons, 
then for the profit and viilitie of . 
the houſe, and rather to haue lowers 
to deck and adorne the altars then 
to haue fruit ro putt ypon the ta- 
bles; 1s in my opinion to make a 
delicat Sabath at the chardges of the 
common wealth, whom it concernes 


= 
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LS may aflure you, that I do not begg 
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that euery body labour, and make 
vie and profit of his talent , and in+ 
duſtrie, in manuring the vigneyard , 
that is to ſayin following the yoca- 
tion which fell to his lott, according 
the line of diuine diſtribution. The 
Emperour Diocletian hauing purt of 


The Em- 


perowr 


the Empire, rooke great paines to Dvecleria 


trim and drefle his licle garden, pa 
ſing ſweetlic his time in the innocEc 
imploy of tilling the ground, and 
after that fashion he ſaw himſelf as 
riche in his pouertie, as before being 
in his Emperiall dignitic, he found 
himſelf | poore in the middeſt of his 
ticheſſe, hauing not alwaies wherby 
ro recompence worthelic ſuch asſer- 
ued him well, nor to pay his armies. 
It is not that in this occaſion, I would 


. tuſtific \my ſelf, conſidering, that I 


was conceiued in iniquitic, and that 
I am all rotten with vitious cicatri- 
ces,and much lefle would I preferr 
my ſelf ro thoſe whoſe shooe lat- 
chets , I am not worthy to looſe. Bur 


"4 did york 
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in theſe quarters but in as much ay 
my infirmities do take from my at- 
mes the pouer to trauaile, having 
ſcene my ſelf ſometimes of that force 
and vigour , that I had by my owne 
induſtric the meanes,not only to in- 
certaine my ſelf without chardging 
any other, but alſo to intertaine 
others that came to yilit this cell. 
And if now necelſitic doth conſtrai- 
ne me to haue recours ſometimes to 
the charitic of thoſe towhom)I gaine 
heauen through the good which 
they do ynto me, my age and my 
weaknefſe doth pleade my cauſe be- 
fore their pietic, & make them har- 
ken to my petition. 

Here Triſtan, as in a place which 
to him ſeemed very proper to offer 
his goods to Nicephorus , breaking 
the cours of his long diſcours;Father, 
faith he, theprouidence of God hath 
condutted me hither, and to ſpeake 
otherwiſe, hath leade me by the had 
of his will, to draw you out of all 
painc, and your old yecxcs from care 
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atd labour. I haue by the grace of 
God abondantly to maintaine yon 
withour ſuffocating your Spirit by 
bodely labour,and putting your ſelf 
to trouble to ſearche your lyuing. 
Sir, quoth the Hermite,if 1 had not 
knowne in your face your ingenui- 
tie, and the finceritic of yout inten- 
tion in the offer which you tnake yn: 
ro me, I would make you the ſame 
anſwere which our Sauiour made to 
S. Peerer , who would faine diſiwade 
him from going to ſuffer, ro Hieru- 
ſalem wherof he heard him ſpeake to 
Moyſes & Elias ypon monrt Thabor: 
Retire from me Sathan, What ? you 
are then come hither ro tempt me 
to deſcend from the crofle of holy 
pouertie, in which I deſire to diezin 
the nuditie and nakednefſe of my 
Sauiour. Ha! not ſo Sir, nothin 
Shall ſeparat me if I can from'the 
charitie of Ixzsvs CHrrsST, not 
death nor life, not hunger, not cold, 
not nuditie , not pouertie nor want, 
not mEnor Angelles, not the powers 


64 A diſcours 

-of the earth nor that of hel],not the 
time paſt, nor the time preſent, nor 
the time to come: For I am certaine 
with the help of his grace to re- 
maine conſtant in my reſolution, and 
neuer to relent in any ohe point of 
it: I meane to die poore with him 
that being riche made himſelf poore 
for our ſakes, to the ende to inriche 
vs by his want. Labour taken fot 
him is no labour, for he made the 
yoke of his ctofle ſo ſweet and caſte 
by the oyle of his bloude which is 
baulmie shedd for ys, that his bur- 
then is rather a ſolagement then a 
chardge, reſembling the feathers of 
birds which lift them vp to the ayre 
iriſteced of waighing them downe to 
the carthe. There is no paine where 
there is loue ; or if there be any, it is 
but a deare and deſirable paine; for 
to labour for that which ama loueth, 
of all delices it is-the ſweeteſt. And 
if you think that manuel labour doth 
diſhpat the Spirites (that which ſome 
dclicar fellowes ſaid , ynworthy a 

cr 
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bers of a heade all torne with thor- 
nes) corrary wile , I hold that it doth 
rather forufic ir, witneſle the Apoſtle * = 2, 
ſaying, that his Spirit wasthen moſt | 
vigorours and ſtrong when his bod 
was oucrcommed and weakned by 
infirmwes, or by yoluntaric morti- 
fications; and II feare much that ſuch 
as{ay that manuel labour might cauſe 
the diſipation of their Spirit do ap- 
rehed more the diſhpation of their 
body $,and as S.Paul faith, the diſſipa- 
tion of this machine & terreſtriall ha- 
biratib which inuirone the ſoule. For 
eve as the nobilirie which in peace ti- 
medo'relcrue for theſelues flouth 8 
idleneſle, and in warr time the exer- 
ciſe of armes- In like manner it ſee- 
meth that theſe fathers more conte- 
platiue thenaQiue do confine them- 
{clues to the ſinging of Plalmes, as 
if it were a funQion very laborious to 
ſing, or that it had becne the harpof 
Dauid to chaſe away the Diucllts of 
vice by her melodie, which pofleſle 
ſinners, or that it had the force of the 
I 
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Sacerdotall tropetts,at whoſe ſoutd 
did fall the walls of Hiericho, orof 
the hands of Moyſes which gaue vi- 
orice tothe childre of Iſraell againſt 
Amalec. Certes, if by the eftets we 
may iudge of the vigour and force 
of the cauſe, we may well ſay of their 
Congregations that which the ſacred 
Cantique doth ſay of the Sulamite;, 
what will you ſee in her but Quires 
of combattants and ſquadrons of 
Choriſters? Ir is there they rake that 
ſweet and pleaſant ſleepe ypon the 
breaſt of our Sauiour, from which,no 
lefle then the Amant and louer of 
the ſame ſpouſe would they be draws 
or waked, yntill it pleaſe themlſelues - 
to paſle from the eaſe and content- 
ment of this ſacred contemplation to 
theattion, & from the ſweet atrentio 
of Marie to the tumultuous labours 
of Martha; in the meane time the litle 
ones demaund bread,&few do breake 
it ynto them; the neighbours do 
=_ and waile, & few do ſuccour 
them: many are wounded ypon the 
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way of Hiericho and there arc but 

few Samaritans that would ſolace j2s.4; 
and comfort them. The Countries v3+ 
are white to harueſt, and there are 

but few harueſt-men : the vigne-yard 

is deſert and ynrtilled, and there arc 

bur few venteners, much worke and 


few workmen. The three 
"__ ' of * prine:pall 
Of the three principall funCtiss of FP 


the Eccleſiaſticall ſtate, which are to of «» £c- 
preach, to adminiſter the Sacramets, © #- 
and to pray, be it in particular men- anne. 
tally, or yocally ; be it in publick by 
ſinging of the publike office, the 

reateſt_ part of rhe friars toke this 
laſt, which is the moſt ſpeciouſe and 
leſſe profitable, for the lotr of their 
inheritance, and for their imploymer 
ſaying with the Plalmiſt : 1 Wall ſing 
your tuſtices o lord , m this ſejour my 
pilgrimage. And in efte&, when all 
Shall be well counted, for three or 
foure which announce to the people 
the word of God,which is the breade. | 
of life and ynderſtanding, for the ad+ 
miniſtration of which the Apoſtles. 
| Ih 
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themſelues did ceaſe from diſtribu- 
ting the ſacred communion, which 
the holy text doth call.to ſerue to 
the tables, there are fiftic or three 
ſcoare in great Conuents deputed 
only for the Quire, and fifteene or 
tw<tic lay brothers tyed tothe dome- 
ſticall fun&ions. But perchance they 
will fay that they imploy the Friars 
according the talents which they re- 
ceiued from God, it being yery rea- 
ſonable that in the Church which is 
a terreſtriall Paradis, the trees do 
beare fruitt according their kind, & 
that men do worke according their 
qualities, and that the tallent ofprea- 
ching or of helping ſoules, which re- 
quire great ſcience and prudence in 
diſcerning of Spirits, being given but 
to a few, there are many more that 
are capable of the Quice then of the 
chaire. To which I anſwere that ſuch 
asare proper for the Quire cinot be 
ynpropet for manuel labour,and that 
perchace the weale publique would 
be as much content and ſolaged by 
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their labour as by theic finging. It 
is not that I call in doubt the excel- 
lencie of prayer, and that I do nor 
know that men may fay of her whax 
thar ancier painteur ſaid of his owne 
worke, that shee labours for thecter- 
nitic, and that shee hath this aduan- 
tage over mechanicall things , that 
theſe being viſible are conſcquentlie 
tEporall as the Apoſtle faith, & that 
the other which is inuifible , as that 
of prayer; is eternall. Bur if inthis 
age men elteeme more of finſible 
the of ſpiricual things, none being in 
it which doth'not preferralmeſdeeds 
to prayer, & alſo to faſting ;it may 
be faid| that manuell labour which 
doth neceſfarily * nourishe a poore 
man , as he is, that worke of neceſ- 
fitie, shall not be leſſe eftimablethen 
prayer, and that the worke of thoſe 
hands wherof the great Apoltle did 
glorific himſelf, shall not be lefle eſti- 
med then was his rauisghment to the 
third heauen, a fazour which ſerued 
him rather for recompence then for 
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merit. Hence is it, that he doth name 
himſelf in the one and not in the 
other, as hauing ſome part in the 
one and none in the other, which 
arriued to him by a gratuit grace, 
ſuch as reuclation is, and the gift of 
Prophecie. By reaſon of which the 
Pſalmiſt doth call happie, nor thoſe 
that are cuerie -day in extaſic, but 
thoſe that maintaine themſelues by 
the ſweate of their browes, 


ate $a Peraducature ſome will ſay that 


ricwler the pafticular office of Monks , ac- 
office of 4 cording S. Hierome, is to weepe 8& 
Aonke 


' to pray and that the funQtions to 
preach and to adminiſter the Sacra- 
ments are not for them but in way of 
ſupererogation, that they might not 
fall into the reproche which is ma« 
de in the Ghoſpcil to the prieſt and 
Leuite,who did not ſuccour himthat 
was left for deade by the theeues 
that thought to murther him in the 
high way. Bur ſecing that the dif- 
ference which men put betweene 
Monks & Religious men , is drawne 
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from that, that Monks do not applic 
themſelues, or ought not to applic 
themſeclues by their inſtitution bur 
to the ſolitaric and pure contempla- 
tiue life, and that the Religious do 
not applic themſelues to prayer on- 
ly, bur alſoto cotemplation, makin 

as our Sauiour and the Apoſtles did; 
a kind of life called a mixt life, of 
ation and contemplation, by which, 
as by lacobs ladder, ſome times they 
lift themſelues yp to God by prayer, 
ſometimes they deſcend towards the 
neighbour by the works of mercie; 
alite which the (cholaſticall djuinitie, 
grounded ypon great reaſons, eſte. 
meth the moſt perfe&; ir should 
follow that ſuch as call themſelucs 
Religious men, and that obtayned 
of the ſoueraigne Bishop ſo many 
excmprios and priuiledges, that they 
mighr exerciſe Clericall or Eccleſia- 
ſticall funftions for the feruice of 
ſoules , should attend more to ſowe 
the ſacred word, & to adminiſter 
the Sacraments, then to the exerciſc 
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of the Quire, which is more conue- 
nicat for Monks thea for them. 
And lſecing that none doth cater 
their Orders, but by the choice and 
trial which they make of ſuch as pre- 
ſcnt them(ſclues ro them, they Should 
not recciue any but ſuch as Should 
haue the talents neceſſaric for the 
funCtions of the mixt life, which they 
ſay,as the moſt perfe@, to be confor- 
mablc to their inſtitutis, and to their 
ſtace of pettetion. In this manner 
the commonvecalth should be more 
ſolaged by their labours then by their 
clamours; for to tell no lye, it {ce- 
meth, as ſaid great S. Charles of his 
o7Nec time, that as the Church of 
this our age tormented by Libertins 
and Hereticks , hath miore necde of 
The goodPaſtours then of goodReligious 
- rel ,_ men, ſo hath shee more necde amog 
re neede Religious men of thoſe that are peo- 
ef god ple of aftion, then of lingers & con- 
then of templatiues, and of Champions then 
[10m Re. of Choriſters: for albeit Marie choo- 
ws, Ffedthebclt part for her, it isnotfor 
all chat 
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all that the belt alwaics for theneigh. 
bour , & albeit it 1s the moſt emi- 
nent part, yer 1s it not the moſt pro- 
firable, And if they should alleage 
Moyles praying, and Ioſii6 with ſo 
many thouſands Iſraelites fighting, 
the obieftion will carrie it owne ari- 
ſwere with it (elf, ſting that for one 
that lift yp his hands praying , thou- 
ſands of others do exercile their hads 
againſt the enemies. Which is con- 
trarie with the Regulars , who for a 
hundred that fing in the Quire 
haue not two that take pair:es to 
deſcend 'to the ſuccour of the neigh- 
bour and of the church,forſaking the 
mountaine of prayer, a fatt moun- 
tainc,a mountaine of creame,a moun- 
tiine all|/ of honny; where it pleaſerti 
them to remaine with God in peace, 
rather then in warr among the in- 
combrances which are found in the 
rabernacles of ſeculars and Paſtours. 
Euen ſo ſome ſinners who cannot 
draw themſelues from their badd ha- 


bicades; and who deferr their con- 
K " 
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verſion till the time |of their death 
do make a badd buckler of the exi- 

le of the good theefe , who conucr- 
ted himſelt ypon the croſle, and the 
yery ſame day entred into Paradis 
according the promis of our Sauiour: 
becauſe, that for that one man that 
was ſaued in that point, thouſands 
and thouſands are loſt and damned, 
it being very reaſonable faith S. Au» 
ſtin, that he doth forget himſelf 
dying, who lyuing did not remeber 
to returne to God. Euen ſo the Spa- 
niards in their Solemnities, becauſe 
that Dauid danced once before the 
Arke by an exceſle of pietie, and by 
an extraordinarie motion of the holy 
Ghoſt, would not think to make a 
good proceſſion if there were not 
dancers in it. 

That is the ſame thing, quoth 
Triſtan, which ſome Religious men 
ſaid to me,to whom I did communi- 
cat the deſſigne which I had toretire 
iny ſelf to an Hermitage; that Monks 
vere not good but for themſcluess 
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but Religious men are neceſſaric for 
the Chriſtian common wealth, which 
is the church. To which Nicephorus 
replied, if by Monks they ynderſtad 
the Hermites which applic themſel- 
ues ſoly & fimplie to contemplation, 
and of which men call Anacorites, 
they haue ſome apparance of reaſon, 
bur if ro; preach, to catethile, to vilir 
the ſick;to attend to the conuerſtion 
of the ſtrayed, ra adminiſter the Sa- 
craments of pennance and the Eu- 
chariſt, & ro do all things according 
the commaund of the Ordinarie,and 
ynder the imploy of the Paſtours, 
do make a Religious man, many 
Hermites will be found, which will 
be no more Monks, but Religious 
men, and many Conuentuall Friars, 
which donothing of all theſe things, 
Shall be no Religious men but Moks. 
And to $hew ynto you that itis not 
in that point that this blefled diſtin- 
&ion of a Monke & a Religious man 
doth conſiſt ; But in I know not what 
imagination; which 1 concciue as litle 
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as I do the Idcas of Plato, and the 
1romes of Dimocrites; The Benedi- 
tins, the Bernardins, the Celeſtins, 
the Fueillantins, and thoſe of the 
Order of S. Baſile, tro whom they 
giuve.che name of Monks, as being at- 
rributed to them by their rules,do not 
they live in Conuents, do not they 
preach, do not they teach the Chri- 
ſtian doCtrine , do not they admini- 
ſter the Sacraments in vertue of {a 
many indults and ſo many immuni- 
ties, and Bulls as they haue from the 
Sea Apoltolique? in ſort as I do not 
— ſee, neicherin their lives, nox in their 
fremCon- funftions in what they differ from 
wentwall the Conuentuall Friars who call the- 
241 ſelues Religious men. The differen- 
ce is not in mendicitie for there are 
Conuentuall Friars which call them- 
{clues Religious men who are not 
beggers :1t 1s not in abſtinence from 
meate, for in that the Minimes arc 
more auſtere then the Beneditins 
or Celeſtins, yea, or the Carthuſias 
themſclues: itisnot in mendicitic & 
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abſtinence together, for in that the 
Reformed Dominicans and the bare 7% Rs 
footed Carmelits are admirable in Pom 
abſtayning fro the yſe of fleſche,they is «fer 
liuing bur by almes. And to fay what — 
I think, I ſee (o litle difference, be- gare. 
rweene thoſe whom they call Monks 
aboue named ,and the Conuentuall 
Friars be they beggers, or not beg- 
gers,shodd or not shodd,that I think 
men may call Monks Religious men 
by as 1uſt atirle,as they call Religious 
men Monks; and I nwſt graunt ynto 
you that, Iam not ſo cite nor {0 
penetratiue as he that found ſeuen- 
reene eflenriall differences berweene 
the habic of the Capucins and that 
of the [Tertiarians which men call 
Regular Penitens of the third order gz. 
of S. Francis of ſtrict Obſcruance. 14 df 
To fay that the differece doth conſiſt —_ 
in the yowes, Iſceno apparance of it, berbvee- 
becauſe the three eſſentiall yowes of bir afehs 
Religion, whichare the three Euan- Capecins 
gelicall conſells, are common to all & that of 


gs the Trer- 
prders as well Monks as Religious HAVIANS. 
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men. In this ſort I do not fee 
that the name Monke may be pta- 
perly attributed ro any but ro the 
Carthuſtans, to the Friars of the Co- 
gregation of Camaldoli ,andto ſome 
Shutt vp Anacoretes, becauſe of 
their ſilence, of their incloſure, and 
ef rheir ſolicarinefle, which interdi- 
Qing them the commerce of men, 
doth alſo rake from them all Cleri- 
call fun&tions, for which the Con- 
uentuall Friars called themſclues 
Religious men. And for the word 
Regular, it is certaine that as many 
as make profcſhion of any ruledo af- 
ſume it to theſclues , as do theſe new 
Congregations of Clearkes which 
are called Regulars to the imitation 
of the Chanon Regulars which lime 
vnder the rule of $. Auſtin, Wherof 
I remember being in Rome, which 
is the nurceric of all theſe Orders as 
being the matrice of the Church, to. 
haue obſerued ſeuen ſortes, withour 
_—_— the prieſts of the Oratorie, 


called of our ladie of the white-well, 
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or of Vallicelles, inſtituted by ſain& 
Philip Nerio Florentin, and the 
Oblats of S. Ambroſe, founded by 
S, Charles, and the prieſts of the 
Oratorie of Ix s vs, whoſe Congre- 
gation ſprong vp in France are 
almoſt all Frenchmen, powre out a 
ſweer odoure of ſainitic and vertue 
throught all the French Church, 8 
begins to extend it branches, like a 
vigne planted neere the Oliues of 
grace, to forraine Countries. 

Is it poſhble, quoth Triſtan, that 
there are ſo many ſorts of Regular 
Clearks, wheras there are but = 
ſorts of begging Orders? Itold you 
thar I obſerued ſeuen ſencrall inſti- 
tutions of them while I was in Italic, 
and I know not bur ſince there is 
ſome other new fashion {prong vp. 
If my memorie doth not faile me, I 
belceue I shall name them well yer. 
The Theatins are the firſt for the 
date of rhe time, inſtituted by the 
right Reverend Father in God 
lohn Pecter Carrafle Bishop of 
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Thiette, who renounced his Bi- 
Shoprick, to lead a kind of life 
trucly Apoſtolicall, with ſome prieſts 
which did aſſociate themiclucs to 
him, renouncing all thingsas well jh 
common as in particular, adding this 
pointto the ſtrilt pouertie of begging 
Ordets, that albeit they liue onely 
A frexge by almes, yet do they ricuer begg 
fre neither by themſelues nor by any uti- 
hearins, terpoled perſons, caſting all their 
thoughts vpon the paternal} care of 
the prouidence of God coricerning 
their maintenance, and putting ri 
praCtite according the lirrerall ſens 
rhis Euangelicall Counſell, n>t ro 
think of to morrow , nor of that 
which is neceſlarie for foode or cloa- 
thing; imitating therin the Lyllis of 
the fields, and the birds of che aire; 
which God doth ctloathe and feede 
withour that they ſpinne-or labour 
chemſelues for ir. This Bishop, in- 
ſtiruacour of this holy Congregation, 
afrer hauing illuminated & ſeaſoned 
all the Court of Rome with the light 
and 
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and ſalt of his Doftrine, and of his 

ood lite, was eleuated from the 
preambular dignitie of Cardinall to 
that of the ſoucraigne Bishop, poſ- 
ſelling the Sea Apoſtolique vnder 
the name of Paul the third. The 
yulgar ſort named theſe Regular 
Clerkes Theatins, in ſtcedof calling 
them Thietins,as who would ſay, the 
Clerkes of the Inſtitution of the 
Bishop of Thiette, They have many 
houſes in Itcalie, and.I know nor it 


* they exted themſclues el{where, this 


much I know, that as yet wee haue 
not ſcene of them in France, where 
itis co be thought they should be ill 
addreſſed if they would nor aske or 
begs, colidering that ſuch as do begg 
do often find theiralmes very short, 
ſuch is the humour of our Nation, 
which haue their hands open for 
yaine expenies and prodigalicies, and 
Shutt vp to iuſt and holy liberalities, 
by which doth appeere that the end 
of the world will come by that way 
ſeing Cchatitic is growen {o cold 
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in it. Which is not in Italy, whete 
men belecue more firmely then 
we do, that ſinne is redeemed by 
almeſdeeds, and that by this lauor 
or font all their filth & ordure 
are clenſcd. The ſecond inſtitution 
of Regular Clearkes is that of the 
prieſts of the focictic of I xs ys , of 
which, as that ancient writer ſaid of 
the magnificece of Rome, itis berter 
ſay nothing then (ay litle,being ſufh- 
cict that this holy focietic is praiſed 
by the mouthe of the holy Counſell 
of Trent, which is that of che holy 
Ghoſt, ſaying that their inſticurion is 
praiſe worthie. The Barnabites doth 
make the "third inſtitution ; this 
Order tooke it originein Millan,the 
ordinarie relidece of their Generall, 
and they are ſo called, becauſe thar 
the firſt Church where they did aſ- 
ſemble rogether was called of ſain 
Barnabezeuen as the Friars Preachers 
of the Order of ſaint Dominick 
are called Iacobins in Paris, becauſe 


of a Chappell of 5. lake, otherwiſe 
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lames where they firſt loadged, The 
Clerkes Mineurs, which are of the 
inſticution of PopeSixtvs V. who was 
of the Order of the Friars Mineurs, 
do make the fourthe ſorr. The fift 
is of the Sommaſques, a name ſome- 
what ſtrangeto ſuch as do not know 
the origine of it, which is, that this 
Congregation of Regular Clearkes 
was inſtitured by a gentilman of 
Veniſe in the marche of Treuilane, 
in a bourg called Sommaſcha. 50 
that as the Chartreux or Carthu- 
fians were ſo called of the place 
called Chartreuſe , where they 
made their firſt aboade, and 
where is the Capitall houſe of their 
Order, as the Cluniacenſes were 
called of the trowne Clugny, the 
Ciſtercienſes of Ciſteaux, Camaldu«+ 
lenſes of Camaldoli , euen ſo did the 
Sommaſques recciue their nomina- 
tion from the place where they were 
firſt eſtabliched. Thele do extend 
theſclues in Italy & in France vnder 
the title of Fathers of the Chris 
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ſtian Doftrine whoſe hovſes are 
renowned in Prouance, Languedoc 
and Guenne. The Sixt inſtitution 1s 
of Regular Clearks ſurnamed the 
* Infirmes, becauſe their chardg is, to 
ſerue the ſick, beir within the publick 
Hoſpitalls or in priuat houſes, & alſo 
to ſuccour ſuch as are moſt miſerable 
arid forſaken. Theſeuenth is that of 
the Regular Clerks of the mother 
of God, called the Congregation of 
the prieſts of Lucques,wherof Father 
Franctotti , who wrote fo deuotely, 
hath borne one of the principall 
illars. 

And that which is admirable in 
this yarietie of inſtitutions 1s , that 
they are all particular rules, which 
leuell at ſome particular marke; the 
Theatins do applie themſelues to 
ſtudy and to leade a retired life 
the Teſuirs to inſtrui&t youthe; the 
Barnabites to the Quireand to heare 
Confeſhons; the Clearks Minecurs 
to the rigour andauſteritie of morti- 
fications; the Somaſques to keepe S. 
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and maintaine forſaken Children, & 
Orphans, and ro teache the Chriſtia 
Dotqtrine; The Clearks of the in- 
firme to looke to the tick, and the 
Clearkecs of rhe mother of God, to 
direct devote people ro fpirituall 
things. This notwithſtanding they 
bave al: bur the (elt lame habit, which 
' 15 that wee ſee the [eſuirs carrie. All 
of them| make profeſhs of a certaine 
rule with the folemne vowes , and 
call themſclues Religious men, diffe- 
ring in |this from the Conuentuall 
Friars, that theſe vnder different ha- 
bits do make bur the (elf fame thing, 
and the other do make difterert fun- 
ftions vader alike habir. In ſort that 
the one and the other coming tothe 


ſuccouriof the Paſtours do cxerciſe Alt rhoje 
Clericall funtions,which heretofore F*e*4r 
was not affe&ed or ordayncd but came ro 
for the: prieſts of the Eccleſiaſtical] /occowr 


Cleargie, ſome of them may be | 
called | Religious Clearks, others 
Clearks Religious, and all of them 
- are comprehended ynder the Name 
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of Regulars. Beſids, all the Cha- 
nons, which liue ynder the rule of 
faint Avguſtin, who are very many, 
do call themſelues Clearkes Regu- 
lars, as thoſe of the Order of ſaint 
Anthonie, of ſain Ruf, of Val de 
Choux, of Valdes Eſcoliers, the T ri- 
nitarians, the Friars dela Mercy, the 
Hieromites, the Dominicans, and {o 
many other Militarie Orders which 
haue this rule for the line of their dj- 
reion and obſeruance. 

Why do yau-put the Dominicans, 
faith Triſtan, among the Cha- 
nons, or Regular Clearks , wheras 
they are one of the foure begging 
Orders? If you number, quoth the 
Hermit, the begging Qrders accor- 
ding their rules there are bur three 
ſorrs of them, for rhe Dominicans 
and the Auſtin Friars haue but the 
ſelf ſame rule, albeit their habits and 
conſtitutions do differ; the Friars 
Mineurs haue the rule of S. Francis, 
and the Carmelits that of ſaint Ba- 
file , or of the Pattijarche Albertus, 
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But if you take them according their 
Congregations, the begging Orders 
do farr exceede the number of foure; 
the only rule of ſain& Francis doth ” 


fournish/ ten ſorts of them : The ;4,,. ro 
Cordcliers called Obſeruantins ; the ren ſores. 


Conucntualls called the great Friars, 
which begg almoſt cuery where, 
albeit they may haucrents; the Re- 
coleRs of ſtrit Obſeruance, the Ca- 
pucins, the Becquins, the Tertiarians; 
the Religious women of >». Clare 
who bath a particular rule framed 
by S. Francis, which are ſubdiuided 
into Damianiſts & Vrbaniſts, beſids 
the Capucin wome and the Hoſpita- 
liſts of ſain& Francis, in ſort that men 
may ſay the ten begging Orders of 
Francis. Add to this the Domi- 
nicans, as well the Mitigated as the 
Reformed; the Friars Hermitcs of 
fain&t Auſtins Order as well the Mi- 
tigated as the Reformed , the chodd 
as the ynshodd : In like manner the 
Carmclits as well the Mitigated,and 
the ynshodd of the reformation of 
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S. Tereſa, as the Reformed shodd; » 
the Friars Hoſpitaliſts of the Charitic 
inſticured by S. Iohn de Dicu; the 
Ieſuates inſtiturced by faint Iohn 
Colomban ; rhe Minimes , which are 
put among the begging Orders, as 
are allo the profeſſed leſuits of the 
laſt vow, the Theatins, the Clearks 
Mincurs, the Clearks of the Infirme, 
the Friars de la Mort, and the moſt 
part of the Hermires; belids many 
others which are ſcene in Italy beg- 
ging after diners manners , as thoſe 
that are called Fate ben Fratell:, and 
choſe that crie asking almes: Faciamo 
bene mentre che hauemo tempo, and ſuch 
like, in ſort that according the count 
— op we hauc now made, not ſpea- 
kihg of that wherof we are ignorat, 
Wee wire not fay the foure but the 
nyne and twentic Mendicant Orders, 
To whichif you will add ſuch as live 
by rents and fundations , you $hall 
find a litle armie of Regulars, of 
which men may ſay what Iacob ſaid 
of the Angels, theſe are the ſqua- 
drons 
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drons of the God of battles. Now 
to know atnong {0 many people, 
who are they whom wee may c 

Monks without offending them, and 
who are to be called Religious men, 
it 1s no {mall matter, and to do ir 
without danger of miſtaking, a man 
muſt know many patrticularities and 
many hiſtories, which is» cauſe that 
men, to eſchew all thoſe formalities, 
do call all Regulars Religious men, 
& that the rather that all true Moks 
areyery glad to beſo called, and tha 
ſuch as hold themfelues to be Reli- 
gious men, do take ic for an outrage 
and incimlitic , when men cail them 
Moks: Which make me call ro mind 
bur gentilwomen who ate yery glad 
when men through ecrour do call 
them Dames, and our grand-Dames 
who could not indure that men 
Should call them Gentilwomen, no 
more then thoſe prieſts who will not 
haue themſeclues called Clearks. In 
what then,replied Triſtan,doth c6ſiſt 
this ſtare of perfeQion of, which 
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all Monaſticafl and Conventuall 
perſons, Monks or Religious men, 
call them as you pleaſe, do make (o 
great account, and from which they 
ſay you Hermites are ſo farr, as you 
can neuer pretend it? 

For my part, quoth Nicephorus, 
I belecue they are as well grounded 
in the poſlcſſon of the ſtate of per- 
feftion,as they are inthe title of Re- 
ligious men.' Thoſe that are called 
in the Atts of the Apoſtles,Religious 
men, were deuote perlons in the pri- 
mitive Chutch, which were neither 
Monks nor Regulars : and all Chris 
ſtians which hue according the pre- 
cepts of the Ghoſpecll, and of the 
Catholike Religion, eſtabliched by 
Iezsvs CHrisrT ſcemeth to me to 


411 2o+d baue right to call rhemſelues Reli- 
Chrif/44 pious men, though they be lay and 


married men, and what other trade 
they be of. And that it is ſo, who 
doth not know that S. Francis wrote 
a third Rule of pennance\, in which 


all faithfull people of what ſex or 
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condition ſocuer they be may be en- 
rolled, and carrie the qualitic of Re- 
ligious men ofthethird Order of this 
Seraphicall Father? Yea but, replied 
Triſtan, thoſe Religious menare nor 
inthe ſtate of perteCtis, as the others 
are which make the three yowes 
conformable ro the Euangelicall 
Counſells: for me thinks the ſaid Fa- 
thers ſaid :o me, that it is an that that 
this ſtate] of perfeftion doth conliſt, 
from which the Hermits are exclu- 
ded. Art this word excluded,thebloud 
mounted to the Hermits face, & co- 
loured it, if not for ſpite and cholar, 
at leaſtwiſe for confuſion and emo- 
tion. This then made him replie in 
this ſort: if wee be excluded, itis with 
good companie, for beſids that we do 
not read, as faid alreadie, that our 
yauiour, his holy mother, and the 
Apoſtles cuer made the ſaid yowes, 
vell vee readethat they praQtiſed the 
holy vertus counſelled in the Ghoſ- 
pell; and by this praQtiſe they arriued 
both tothe perfetion of their eſtate, 
M ij 
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and to te ſtare of an eminent perfe- 
fion ; they muſt exclude with vs all 
the Chanons of the Cathedrall and 
Collegiall Churches, all the Paſtours 
& yencrable Prieſts which are in the 
Church and have no other rule but 
the rule of rules which is the holy 
Ghoſpecll, ro the line and ſquare of 
which all other rules should be fra- 
med to be made right. Behold then 
wee are in good companie, the Pa- 
ſtours, Doftours, and Preachers, if 
they do not vow vnder a certaine 


' rule, they $hall not bein theſtate of 


perfeCtion , they that are the fale 
of the carthe, & the light of the 
world. And a ik Brother that 
beggs yp and downe, that playes 
the Cooke, and the gardener 1 in 2 
Conuenr,shall bein a more eminent 
ſtate in the Church of God then all 
thoſe people. A man without doubr 
muſt be well yerſcd in the ſubtilities 
of the ſchole to comprehend this 
Diwinitie, yery hard to be inculcated 
to ignorant men. Let ys mount our 
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firing to a higher note, and fay thag 
the Bishops, the Cardinalles and the 
Pope himfcltshallnot be in this ſtate 
of perteion, having not yoved ihe 
obleruance of any of theſe rules ap- 
prouecd by the Cburch, vader which 
the Regulars are inrol'ed. 
To this the Regulars do replic, 
uoth Triſtan, that thoſe Paſtours are 
ina ſtate of pertetion more enunent 
then that of theRehgious,inſo much 


asthey call it the ſtate of perfection 3i:heys 


acquired, andthe other but a ſtate of = == 
erfeion to be acquired, SO that perfecon 


they are the ſunne which comprend «9*e4. 


in thei light all che light of the lefſer 
ſtarrs:and the firmametts of the carth 
lifred vp ouer thetopp of chemon> 
taignes of perfeQtion, whoſe fruit do 
extend ic (elf farr ouer mount Liban, 
where theſe puiſſant Gods of the 
earth are ſtronglic placed , becauſe 
they ate thechildren of the higheſt, 
and his arrovecs in the hand of the 
Omnipotent,which flee our wich im- 
peruoſitie, This is the eſtare which is 


reſpod to 
the Sera- 
phins im 
the Hie- 
rarche. 


They cor- 
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called the ſupreme amongſt men in 
the militant Church , which correſ- 
pond to that of the Seraphins inthe 
firſt Hierarchic of the Angelles* In 
ſort that asthe rodd of Moyles did 
{ſwallow yp rhe rodd of the Magitias, 
euen ſo in the eſtate of Prelatship & 
Pontifcat are contayned all the per- 
fetions of all the Regular Orders, 
in the fame manner that Pricſthood 
doth containe in it ſelf che inferiour 
Orders. But my diffhcultic isro know 
in what doth conſiſt this diſtintion 
betweene perfeQion acquired, and 


perfeCtion ro be acquired; for I be- 


lecue that the greateſt part of the 
world are in the laſt, and bur yery 
few in the other, For to ſay a perfe& 
man ,1s to fay a man without ſinne, 
and he that ſaith he hath no ſinne, is 
a lyer and hath no truth in him, ac- 
cording the holy Scripture : VYho 
thinks to be Yuthout ſunne doth ſeduce 
himſelf, for Vee ave all concerned in 
miquitie. To ſay alſo with that Bishop 
of the Apocalyps lo: I am full of 


| of perfeflion. 95 
grace , antl haue no neede of any thing , 
15 to ſay,Iam in the topp of perte- 
ion, and conſequently to get this 
reproche: Thou arr naked, poore &9 
wnſer. ble, e&g+ foolishlie you eſteeme your 
ſelf riche.-tor I hold that man to be 
very imperfe& that thinks himſelf 
to be perfect; itis ina mannerto ſay 
as ſaid the father of the proud: 1 Wulf 
kft vp my throne of the North ſide, and 
1 5hall be like to the higheſt. Behold fo 
much for the perfeQion acquired, & 
for the perfeQtion to be acquired, it 
is a condition wherin arc thoſe that 
are moſt imperfe&, ſecing that at 
the moſt it ſuffiſeth them ro hauethe 
will to arriue ſome time to it when 
they $hall be purged of their faults, 
and for men to vant themſclues to 
be riche, either by the goods, which 
they deſire to haue, or pretend to 
gather,/is expreſle yanitic. And by 


this eſtate to think to draw them- 


ſehues tron all paritic, and to beſc- Friars in 


vparated from the reſt of the lay or 


obbne 


{ccular people, it 15 in ſome ſort tO efimari; 
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ſing chat ſong blamed in reGhoſpell: 
I am not like other men. 

Sir, quoth the Hermite, 1 ſee well 
that neither you nor my ſelf are too 


_ well yerſedin theſeſcholafticall ſubti- + 


lities, this is a wrangling point which 
is not good but tontertaine diſpura- 
tions vypon the ſtools; it is properly 
according the prouerbro conteſt with 
the Bishop for his crofiers ſtaffe. But 
as I heard fay liererofore, they pur 
great difference betwene the ſtare 
of perfeCtion acquired, or to be ac- 
quired, & pertcQion ir ſelfe;be it ac« 
vired or to beacquired. I know that 
this diſtintion will aftonish you at 
the firſt fight, asirdid terrihe merhe 
firſt time that it ſounded in my eares: 
bur our mdiſters rhe DoCours haue 
farr more ſubtile diſtinctions which 
would deuide the very atomes. They 
ſay that he may be in perteAtion. 
or perfect, that is not in the ſtate of 
rfeCtion , and that ſome are in the 
ſtare of perfeftion which are facr 
from bcing in perfeion or perte&t. 
And 
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And that it is (o, wee ſee but too 
many Monks, Religious men, & Pa- 
ſtours of yery ſcandalous and badd 
lives who are neuertheleſle in the 
ſtate of perfeftion, and many lay 
men of yery holy conuetſation, and 
moſt compleat in their owne pro- 
feſſion , & as it were perfet in their 
econonmie, who are not fot all that 
in the ſtate of perfeftion; yet our 
Doours after many debats do con- 
clude, that it is farr better to be in 

erfetion without the ſtare, then in 
the ſtate, without perfetion: Which 
do much comfort the ſimpler fort 
who goe more round to worke, and 
preferr their ſaluation ro their repu- 
ration; in ſort that it is much berrer 
at all aduentures to be inthe perte- 
ftion of his cſtate, then in the ſtate of 

erfe&tio, having nothing more ſure 
in all that matrer then to ſearche 
his perfeRtion in his owne profet- 
ſion ,and ro liuein peace according 
the Counſell of the Anoſtle; This 


makes me think of thoſe Polititianss 
N 
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who ſeing themſelues balanced 
berwixt reaſons of ſtate , and the 
confiderati6s of Religion ,as it were 
betwecne the tree and the barke,da 
leaue ſometimes to ſupport Religis, 
& run to {uccour the ſtate; orels they 
ler the ſtate perish to conſerue Re- 
Pellicie ligion', whenas they Should main- 
& Keb- taine the one and the other if it were 
ay + ox poſhible, as being the rwo poles , 8 
—_ of the two hinges of all well ordered 
poucrned COMMON Wealthes, giuing to Ceſar 
commen What belongs to Ceſar, and to God 
vee<rbe! ghar belongs to God. Euenſo amog 
theſe coreſtations, ſometimes a man 
doth quit the perfeCtion of hiseſtate 
torunto the ſtate of perfeAis,ſome- 
times he doth not care for the ſtate 
of perfeCtion to aſpire ro the perfe- 
Ction of his eſtate: but it happens 
often to ſuch bad Polititians, delt- 
ring to conſerue the ſtare at the coſt 
& chardges of Religion, that they 
looſe the one & the other, as it doth 
happen to ynskilfull Pilotes yyhog 


to preſerue their shipp and matr- 
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chandiſe do make shipwrake of both 
rogether: thoſe that omitr to perfect 
cthemſelues in a laicall ſtare thinking 
to aduaunce rhemſelues more in ſpi- 
rituall things in a Religious ſtate,diſ- 
ſipating their attetions,do not proſ- 


per in the one nor in the otheg, like z,,uaiy 
ynto that Romain Senatour , who Scnarenr 


being a very good mania hischardge 
of Senatour, did belecue that in ma- 
king himſelf a Monke he would be- 
comean Angell, but he had ſuch bad 
ſucceſlc in the Monaſticall exerciſes, 
that his Abbot oneday ſaid ynto him: 
My frend youleft of to be a good Se- 


Afan vy 


natour to make a badd Monke. An '*** -'* 
good m 


example which makes me remember 4. 


an other yery remarkable which is _ 
rehearſed inthe life of ſain Philipp 5,7 ;n 
Nerio fundator of the Oratorians of &k«{g10n, 


Rome; he brought vp a yong Polo- 
nian Prieſt, called Francis Baflus,who 
remayning for certaine yeeres ynder 
his diſcipline became a great prea- 
cher, and full of rare qualities; at 
length |a tempration ſurpriſed his 
| N ij 
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thought, perſwading him that bein 
but of the Oratoric, which is a Con- 
regation of reformed Pricſts, who 
ba no other yowes, but ſuch as the 
Church annexed to Prieſthoode , 
that he was not in a ſtate of ſo great 
perfeCtion, as if he had made himſelf 
a Monke in one of the begging Or- 
ders. Notwithſtanding any exhorta- 
tion chat S. Philipp made ynro him 
he yealded ſo much to this impreſ- 
fior,, that he neuer ceaſed to purſue 
his pourpoſe till ſuch time as he was 
admitted to the Dominicans. Saint 
Philipp did afliſt at his reception, & 
at his profcſhon, & albeit the Friars 
did think to haue purchaſed a great 
. deale of honour to their Order, by 
the organe of a ſubie@ which ſeemed 
to them {ſo worthy of conſideration, 
yet the good Father, who loued him 
tenderlic, did nothing els but weepe 
during the ſolemnitic of theſe aids; 
and wheras the Dominicis thought 
that it was becauſc he loſt one of the 
molt famous worke men of his yignes 
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yard: Ha! faith he, i is not that, far 
charitic is not icalons, nor ſubie@ to 
itowne properincreſt, I deplore only 
the cuident loſle of ſo many ,yertus, 
He was a Propher, for he that was 
ſo prudent, & of ſo good edification 
inaCogregation,in which he did not 
belecue |to be in the ſtare of perfeCtis 
tobe acquired, much lefle acquired, 
did committ {o many (candalls after 
in the Regularitie, that he gaue much 
paine and diſcontent to his Order, Ic 
1s not alwaics the beſt ro aſpire ro 
the ſublimeſt degrees, the meſt dan- 
gerous tradesare thoſe that are exer- 
ciled in eminent places; the higher 
the aſcenſion bethe heavier is the 
fall. You muſt not looke to be emi- 
nent wiſe, faith the holy word, but 
keepe your ſelf in an humble feare; 
Do nat affet& ſublimitie , ſaith the 
Apoſtle, but accommodate your ſelf te 
the litle ones. Let vs remember Iacob, 
who whould not haſten to goe with 
Efaii, nor goe with a great pace 
towards his Fathers houſe, but 


— ——— —— 
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chooſed rather to goe ſoft & faire 
after his children & his lambs, 
meanely, bur ſurely. 

I do not intend by this diſcours 
to diuert any man from embracing 
the Regular life , contrarywiſe I do 
counſell it as much as I may, as did 
the great Apoſtle counſel chaſtiric, 
wishing thar all had beene Virgins 
like himſclf, I know with what ana- 
themes they are threatned that 
divert faithfull people from theſe 
pathes of peace, & from the way of 


wet lavb- the crofle, and that itis in this point 


SN 1. moſt of any other, that the Talion 
«xy from law Should be executed with rigour, 


Regie». rendring to God in himſelf ſeruant 


for ſeruant, & ſoule for ſoule. Alſo 
I know it is of this ſtate of life thar it 
is ſaid, whoſoeuer can embrace it let 
him take it; yea , that it is good to 
preſſe ſweetly, without conſtraint, 
ſuch as be doubtfull and ſtaggring 
to put themſelues in it, to ſee & traſt 
how ſweet ourLord is.Itis good | ſay 
ro give them courage to lift thems- 
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ſclues vp vpon this ſacred Palme, ro 
gather of it fruit: for no man can 
denie without offending our holy 
faith, & the diſcipline of the Church, 
that which 5. Ambroiſe ſaid here- 
cofore of voiled Virgins, ſuch as 
are now our Nuns ; but it should and 
may bealſo ſaid of the Regulars,thar 
they are a famous portiooftthe flocke 
of les ys CHRIST. That which is 
to be deſired in all this matter , ac- 
cording my iudgment, (which is bur 
a ſmall thing) is, thatſuch as arein 
this ſtate of perfeRion, either ro be 
acquired as are the Regulars, or ac- 
quired ,as are the Paſtours, do not 
looke diſdainefullic, and as it were 
ouer the shoulders on thoſe thatare 
at their feete, no more then doth 
the horſe troups of an armie deſpiſe 


Fxer 
the foote companies, becauſe that ,uz ;n 45 


theſe foote men, I would ſay theſe *b9=e 
whoſe ſecular condition doth 'not profei on 
oblige them to fo grear points of Serk 44 


perfeCtion , may make themſclues /4#4#mn 


pertett | and agrecable ro God in 
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their owne ptofcſſion. And recipro. 
cally, it is not firt that ſuch as are nor 
in the ſtate of perfeQion do inſolent- 
ly looſe the reſpe& which is due to 
thoſe that dedicated themſelues to 
God by holy motions, and by the 
profeſſion of a life ſequeſtred from 
the world. This isneere the opinion 
of that great Apoſtle,who would not 
haue him that faſtes ro deſpiſe him 
that cates nor tax him of gluttony, 
much lefle would he haue hint that 
eares mock him that faſtes, and 
reproach him of hypocrifie. And 
albeit thoſe that lead a chaſte life are 
in an cminent condition, as ſaith the 
holy word, that continence cannot 
be ducly prized : Yer is the ſtate of 
marriage holy 8& blefſed by God,8 
therfore ought to be reſpefted , by 
Virgins themſelues. Ir is good for a 
man to humble himſelf in all ching s, 
ſaith rhe holy Ghoſt, and not to aſ- 
pire to things which are too greats 
or too ſublime. They muſt be ho- 
nored that are in the ſtate of per- 
fction, 
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ſection, but thoſe thatare inthe per- 
feftion of their eſtare, do mierit farr 


greater commendation , accordin | 
that which the Apoſtle ſaich, that ©9942-- 
thoſe who in the Paſtorall chardge $5,rthy 
haue learning ioyned to good life , of dowdle 
are worthic of double honout:for to *****" 
that honour which is due k,n 
qualitic should be ioyned that Which 
1s due to their proper merit, 

All rhole faire conſiderations , 
faith Triſtan, do.not fatiſhe my de- 
fire, which is to know in what doth 
conliſt properlic this ſtate of perfe- 
Qion. acquired, or to be acquired: 
ThatI may not lye vnto you, quoth 
the Hermite, Iam ſo badd a ſchola- 
ſticall Divine, thatthoſe very termes, 
which are not ſo well knowne to me 
as they /are to ſuch as haue them 
euery day in their mouthes, and di{- 
pute hard of the ypon the Bench, do 
ſeeme very ſauage & ſtrange to me. 
This word of perfeCtion attributed 
ro men doth aſtonish me, conſidering 


that ' the very Angels, which are in 
®, 


— 


106 A diſcours 
the ſtate of ſubliſtece do not attribute 
ito themſelues but turne their wings 
oucr their eyes before the throne of 
God, who is only good and perteQ; 
withour cuell and without fault. But 
that I do not blatne, ot it may be 
blaſpheme that which I do not well 
vndWid, without cenſuring the Au- 
thours, or authoriſing the cenſurers 
of a Dottrine wherof I vnderſtad fo 
lile, that the ſame litleis nothing;(if 
none ypon carthe be without ſpott, 
not a child of one day, faith the 
ſacred Texte; if the ſtarrs be not nets 
before him, who found diſorder 
amongſt his Angels) who can iuſtly 
alleage that he is in the ſtare of perfe- 
Ction , conſidering that to be perfe& 
& to be uſt is the ſame thing, and 
that no man living can iuſtific him- 
ſelf before God? There 1s a certaine 
generation, ſairh the holy Ghoſt 
which ſeeme to itſelf, cleane & yet 
is not washed from their fithlyneſle: 
I know not which it is, but whatſo- 
eucr it be, we may compare it to the 
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Peacocke which atted ſo much to the 
looking glaſſc of her round taile,thac 
shee forgerts the deformitic of her 
feete, Thoſe kind of people putts me 
in minde of that anciet Hermite who 


The 11 4- 


imagined that he wasan Angell, & lo g,,n; of 
threw himſelf into a well wherin he «* vcr 


had died miſcrablie if his fellowes 
had not drawen him out, and cured 
himof his follic. Notwithſtading,thar 
I may not take the firebrand where 
it burnes, I will tell you my opinion 
with the ſimplicitic of a poore Moke, 
who knowes better how to make 
Images then todecide a point of Di- 
uinirie:'I do think that the Regulars 
do ſay they are in the ſtate of perte- 
fon to be acquired, in as much as 
they haue chooſen the Euangelicall 
Counſells as the Shorteſt way 
rive to perfeFion,or els,b 

there ſtate doth oblige the tofearche 


for that perfetion which is pro-,, 


Hermite, 


ro 7 i 
ond 


Regulars 
aid tobe 
” theta 


poſed | vnto them by their Rules, 7- of per- 


which is,as it were,the creame of the 


or! Is 
Arg us- 


Euangelicall DoQtine: in ſort that red aad 
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Prelats: their life should be nothingels buta 
ages an perperuall combat, a ſtudie & exer- 
feths ac cile that aime at the acquiſition of 
quired: perfettion. And they fay that the 
Prelats & Paſtours are in the ſtarc of 
perfeCtion acquired, becauſe they are 
in eminent coditions,whervnto none 
Should be called but men conſum- 
mated-.in Vertue & ſ{ciece: Or els be- 
cauſe they are the ſucceflours of the 
prelat; Apoſtles whom wee may not doubt 
the ſuc- to haue beene both yery perteC, as 
« groy being confirmed in grace, and alſo 
Apoſtles. inthe ſtate of pertefio: or otherwiſe 
becauſe they are obliged by the 
greatneſle of their dignitie, to be a 
patterne tothe flock which are com- 
mitted to them,bytheirgood exiple: 
or alſo becauſe they aught in this 
ſtare, toexerciſc not ſimple & comon 
verensy but heroicall and important 
yertus, wherof the greateſt accordin 
the iudgment of the Goſpell, is to 
we his owne ſoule for the ſaluatis of 
Fis flock. This was alſo the Rule by 
which our Sauiour meaſured the cha- 
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ritie of faint Peter, before making N* chary 


him his Lieutenant in carthe, when , 


fie n 


he demaunded of him three times if = ' of 


hedid loue him more then the reſt,8 
that to his afhrmaijue anſweares 
Cn r15T replied; feede then my 5heepe, 
finding no greater proote of loue 
then the exerciſe of this Paſtorall 
charge. 

It Monaſtical and Conuentuall 
perſons, quoth Triſtan be not in the 
ſtate of perfe&ion ro be acquired bug 
in reſpe& of the obligation which 
they baue to make thelelues perfe&t, 

& that the Prelats are not in the ſtate 
of perte&tion acquired, but becauſe 
they are obliged to be exemplar, me 
thinks the ſtate of all Chriſtians in 
generallis ſuch , conſidering that our 
—_— the Ghoſpell faid vnto vs: 

Be per fetF as your Celeſtiall father 1s, 

doth. make his ſunne «=hine equallie 
= the good and pon the bad, and 
pou're his raine VVithout diftinftion 
pon. the land of the tuſt and the 1muſt. 
And what*Kings & Potetaſtes, who 


the Paſto- 
rall charg 
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as Conſtantin the great ſaid , are the 
exterior Bishops, Magiſtrats, Good- 
men of houſes, and all thoſe that are 
in ſublimitic and Superjoritie,are nat 
they bound ty giue good examplero 
their inferiours, and to be a good 
odour toall menin[xsvsCHRrIST? 
After this manner they $hall be in 
the ſtate of the perfeCQtion of Prelats, 
who are the Princes within the 
Church. Andall Chriſtians that pre- 
rend to come to the perfeftion of 
their eſtate- shall not they, by this 
deſire, as well as by yowes be in the 
ſtate of perfeQtion to be acquired, as 
well as the Regulars? 

I would be neere of your opinion 
in that, quoth the Hermire, if I did 
not feare to offend our Maiſters the 
DoRours, who haue in their bands 
the kees of the doftrine, who doe 
open that which no man durſt shur, 
who doe $hutt that which no man 
durſt open, and who haue, the Em- 
pire of ſcience. Bur the reſpe which 
I beare to their opinions, which ta 
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meareOracles,to which I ſubmitt my 
owne iudgment , do make me rc- 
nounce to my owne particular reaſon, 
and follow the moſt common opinis, 
conſidering that the Apoſtledoe for- 
bidd vs all contentions.Bur yer when 
I conſider with my elfe that the 74 4 
Angels of heauen were at vyeriance 
berweene themſclues for the poſſe(- c ſor the 
ſion'of the body of Moyſes, I doe be- pes. A 4 
leene that men conſecrated to God, 
either by the Sacerdotall charaer,or 
by the Monaſticall habit, who arc 
called in the Scripture the Angellsof 
the God of armies, may alitle conteſt 
about the ſtate of perfeftion, cuery 
one being glad , without preiudice to 
humilitic and charitie, to magnifie his 
ovr.e minilterie, according the coune 
ſell of the diuine Apoſtle. 

Paſſe for magnifying their miniſte- 
tie, buc to deſpiſe others and to pull 
from thoſe who according God & 
man do both appeere, and are in cf= 
fe& more worthy then they ; that is 
the thing which I cannot approuuc, 


es EE I 
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quoth Triſtan, for had you knowne 
how the Conventuall Friats did deſ- 
chiffer vnto me the Ecclefiaſticall 
Clergie whom they call Seculars; how 
they did depreſle this condition , 8 
repreſent it ynto nic not only to be 
baſe but alſoe dangerous; and aboue 
all the reſt, how they did teare in pie- 
cesthe condition of you Hermites, l 
beleeue that had you had the paricce 
of Iob you would breake out in cho- 
ler againl(t them, 

For why should they take from 
the Paſtouts, Prieſts, Preachers, Do- 
ftours, Confeſlours, Vicars, Chands; 
Deanes , Abbots, and Priours called 
Commendatarics, & from you Her- 
mites the prerention to the ſtate of 
perteQtion to be acquired? Sir, quoth 
Nicephorus, I did wind my ſelte ex- 
preſly abour this ſubie& withoar en- 
tring into it, toshun this rock againſt 
which you force me now to (trick, all 
that I can doe 1s, to ſay with S: Paul, 
that you conſtraine me to paſſe 
through this danger and exceede | 
litle 
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licle the limits of moderation : Be an- 
gre, quoth the Plalmilt or accordin 
an other verſion : Stiry and frerr a litle, 


bur do net ſinne. Vnder this permiſſion P/al. 4+ 


I vvill ſay to God : Lord pur a ſentmell 
ro my mouth, and a doore of circumſtances 
ro mylipps, to the end that my tongue may 
nor Verer VVords of precipitation , or of 
mallice. I know ir is vyritten,thos shale 
nor ſpeake ill of the Gods: That isto ſay, 

of eminent perſons, cither in qualitie 
or ſanQtitie, becauſe that greatnes and 
pictic doe make men approche to 
the Diuinitic. Bur albcir Socrates and 
Plato are my frends, and that I doe 
perfeAtlie honour the Regular Com- 
panies , yet the zeale of the truthe 
hath more power ouer me then all 
char, I will then ſay this word of li- 
bercie, not for my (elf who am the 
tcaneſt of all men, & the moſt con- 
remptible ( a title which one of the 
Prophets gaueto our Sauiout)bur for 
{oc many graue and yenerable Eccle- 
fiaſticall perſons which are in the 
ranke of che Clergie, and compoſe 


of the 
Hiteratre 
chris. 


The fun- 
tHhion and 
pobver of of heaucn, whe doc bind and looſe, 
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Pcho are the true Hierarchic of the Church in» 


ſtituted by Iesvs CHnkrisrT, and 
whoſe million & vocation is altoge- 
ther divine, that it isto pull away the 
faireſt roſe of the crowne of ſoe many 
ſacred Prieſts,to take from them. the 
honour to be in the ſtate of perte- 
Ction, at leaſtwiſe ro be acquired, in 


- which the Regulars doe nor ſtick to 


put their ſeruants, & the yeric Nuns, 
as well choſe that ſing in the Quire, 
as their maids ſeruants that looketo 
the bulineſle of the Conuent . Ah! 
where $hall Prieſtly ynCis be placed, 
which make thoſe that are adorned 
with ita holy and Royall people, if 
they make the ſtate of itinferiour to 
the ſtate of a ſimplegirle, who hath 
commaund to hold her peace, and 
no right to ſpeake within the 
Church, or to ſome porter or garde- 
ner of the Conuent? Thoſe that ap- 
proche to the Altar, to whoſe words 
God doth make himſelt obedient, 
who hauc the kees of the kingdome 


who fitr ypon theſcate of indgment 
in the houſe of Dauid, and iudge the 
twelue tribs of Iſrael, that 1s to ſay, 
all che world; whoſe ſentences giuen 
ypon earth are confirmed and rati- 


of perfeCFion. Is 
whoatetheMadgiſtrats of theChurch, 


4 Prieft 
order 
laid 

doVVvne, 


fied in heaucn, whoſe hands bleſſed 


and conſecrated doe handle the moſt 
dreadfull myſteriesof our Religion, 
and who do that thing which the 
Angells do adore; who haue power 
ouer the Diuels, who diſpence the 
Sacraments, and confer the grace of 
God to all mortall men; thoſe Di- 
vine men which S, Francis preferred 


$.Francit , 


prefered ' 


tothe Angels, becauſe that one only 2r:efs ro 
man of them doth make cuery day '* vr» 


that which all the Angels in heauen 
cannot doe. For to wham ofthe An- 
pes was it cuer ſaid, conſ(ecrate m 
ody, and what thou shalt looſc on 
earth shall be looſed in heaucnthoſe 
men that arealmoſt to be adored , & 
thac the Angells do reverence and 
call their fellow ſeruants to God, 
Shall they be the ynderlings of thoſe 
P jj 


Angel:, 


Secular 
w no firt 
Epirterhs 
for 4 
prieff. 
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which doe not merit (in conſidera+ 
tion of their dignitic) to looſe rhe 
lachets of their shooes? Ah! Re+ 
gulars, pardon me , it is the zcale 
of the houſe of God which doth 
gnaw me it is the deſire of his glo- 
ric and of his beautie which 1 ſee 
dricd vp in his principall members , 
which doth tranſport me to tell 
you,that you vſe very diſcourteouſly 
your elders the Eccleſiaſticall Clear- 
gie , whom ( forſooth) you call Se- 
culars, notwithſtanding that by their 
Clericall habit they haue depoſed 
the ignominic of the ſecular habit , & 
that by the reception of their holy 
Orders they haue renounced to the 
deſiresof the world,and to all that is 
profane in it. It ſeemes that you 
would imitate Iacob, and ſupplant 
them as if they were all Eſaiis, bur 
know;thatif you beHebrewes, ſoare 
they; if you be Iſraelites , ſoare they; 
if you be the ſeede of Abraham, 
ſo are they; and I will ſay more for 
them, that they are both more an+ 
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cient inthe Church, and of a greater 

ranke (wirneſle the proceſſions) & of 

a higher dignitie, & of more eminet 
fun&ions, I will fay ſo much ( for it ,,, 
is no time fora man to hold himſelf Church 
vp when he is shaked and falling 72 -” : 
downe) that their imployments are Monks 
more vtile and more neceſlatierthen #* 
yours, for the Church hath beene & Rho 
may be without M6ks, but it cannot 
be withour Paſtours, withour Vicars, 
without Pricſts, withour Do@ours , 
without Preachers : for if the ſalt be 

molte with what shall men ſalt if the 

candle be quinched how $hall men 

haue light? Perchance you will ſay 

that you doe the ſame aCti6s which , ,, 
the Paſtours doe, butin you it 15 but nee pro- 
in way of acceſlarie, in them princi- oo kg : _ 
pally; in you it 1s pleaſure, in them agate 
paine;in youit is of free will, in them 9 44m» 

of neceflitic; in you by way of re- —_— 
creation, and as paſſhngers , in thena menr-. 

it is of dutic and office; in you it is 

vithout chardge of ſoules, in rhem 


vith chardge, which make them to 
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be anſwerable for the ſoules, and fo 
farr anſwerable that they $hall giue 
ſoule for ſoule, and bloud for bloud; 
in you it is but in ſome things, in 
them in all things; in thEat all times, 
in you when you pleaſe, & that your 
commoditie doth permit it; in you 
ſo that the ſeruice of your commo- 
naltie doth marche before that of the 
neighbour, in thEthere is no excep- 
tion ;inyou It is at certaine houres, 
in them at all moments; ygt fight 
as yoluntarics, they as pEceſlaries ; 
you marche but in the'vings of the 
battle, they make the body of the 
armie; they carrie the waight of the 
heate of the day, and the cold of the 
dew of the night, in ſummer and in 
winter, inſpring time and in harueſt, 
without rule in their dyet, without 
aſlurance in their ſleepe. Of ſeuen 
Sacraments you adminiſter but.gwo, 
and the one of them which is the Eu- 
chariſt, but at your caſe, within your 
houſes, without carrying it to the 
fick in the heate of the ſunne, in 
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froſt, in ſnow, in raine and in. 75% 
rempeſt, at all houres of the day & = 
of the |night, and all dayes of the poore 7 
yeere through the dirr & incobraces/,"o* 
of the \citics and townes, through c©;4e4, 
the woods and the meere, through 
the mountaines and the yallces, 
through the ſtones and the moores 
of the fields. And the other Sacra- 
ment which is that of pennance you 
adminiſter, when youare praycd, & 
particularly called ypon, and as 
pleaſeth your Superiours, who haue 
as great care of the conſeruation of 
their owne ſubics, as they haue of 
the fick, for whom they are not an- 
{werable. Bur the Paſtours by obli- 
gation ought to keepe ſtill neere the 
lick, to/preſle them to enter in fauour 
with God by the Sacrament of rec6- 
ciliation, ro preache,vnto them in 
ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, to the end 
to make them think of their ſalua- 
tion, Which is part of their owneſal- 
uation, as being bound to giue 


account to the Prince of Paſtours 
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the Bishop of our ſoules I:zsys 
CHaAlsT,of his sheepe committed 
to their Vigilance. As for Marriage, 
Baptiſme 8& Extreme-VnCtion, they 
are things which you do not medle 
with all (they are for the glcaners) 
no more then you medle with Con- 
firmatio and Order which you leaue 
for the Bishops. This you shew your 
rudece,8 declare that you haue catE 
oth butter and honny, which make 
you reic the leaſt and chooſe the 
beſt , & that you know how to make 
vic hanſomely of the fanne which (e- 
parate the corne from the chaffe,and 
pretious things from vile and baſe 
things. Y oudoc not ſnuff your lamps 
but with golden ſnuffers, & you doe 
not take the coales as the Sctaphim 
of the Propher, but with gilt tongs. 
The rodd of Moyles doth not pleaſe 
you, becauſe ſometimes ir is turned 
to a ſerpent and deuoure, or doth 
worke dreadfull and rude cfteQs : 
The rodd of Aaron fitts you beſt, 
becauſe it ingenders nothing bur 
| flowres 
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Aowres & fruit. Euen fo you know Friartre- 


how to pull the roſe without tou- 


Ke the 


prefer &9 


ching thethornes,to gather the hony lcaue rhe 


withour feeling the iting of the bee, 
to cate the kernell of the nutt & calt 
away the $shell, & ro doe as children 
doe when they geit bread & butter, 
licke away the butrer and leaue the 
breade. To cooperare tothe ſaluatis 


of ſoules without taking charcge of 


them, is properly to take away the 
creame and leauec the curd. Ir is an 
admirable thing to ſee that ſuch as 
goucrne the people will not rake 
chardge of them, and ſuch as have 
chardge of them and are anſ{werable 
forthem, cannot haue the gouerne- 

ment of them. And with all theſe de- 

licatneſle & ſpirituall allutements, 
they are in the ſtate of perteRion , 
and thoſe who like Gyants do grone 
vnder the waters, that isto ſay,vnder 
the chardge of the people, v ho are 
the waters of the ſea of the world, 
$hall be our of perfeQtion? Truely I 
am faithfull , and bcleeue all thatihe 


Q 


p4s ne for 


theprieſts 
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Church doth belceue, and if the 
Church belceue that,I belecue it alſo, 
but not without captiuating my yn- 
derſtanding to the obedience of 
faith. 

Would not you thinke that thoſe 
good peop!e yould faine add 2 cubite 
more to theic ſtature, or to ſpeake 
otherwiſe, would faine extoll their 
owne eſtate putting betwixt thE& the 
Paſtours inferours to Prelats, thcir 
lay brothers? For if thoſe be inthe 
ſtate of perteAtion, and not theCha- 
nons, Paſtours and other Ecclefiaſti- 
call perſons of the Clergie, to what 
height do they raiſe themſelues, pla- 
cing their ſervants and their cookes 
before thoſe that are the Maiſters, 
the Fathers , and the DoRours of the 
people? What? andif they preferrto 
them ſimple vailed girles, yea the lay 
ſiſters, is it not to deſtroy the law of 
nature ,and the governement of the 
Church, which in all kind of fashion 
hath declared women kind inferiour 
to men? If the iniquitie of a man is, 
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preferred to the well doing of a 
woman, what good can a woman do, 
ſuppoſe shee made miracles; which 
may be compared to the greatneſle 
of Prieſthoode? Would not men 
laugh at the impertinece of him that 
would giue the title of Excellenceto 
a poore man thatasketh almes from 
doore to doore, & would but thou 
a gerle man of note, or a Magiſtrate. 
The Regulars, and principally the 
begging Orders haue baggs which 
ſpeake 'dayly for them asking almes, 
and yet they muſt haue ſo many Pa- 
rernities and ſo many Reuerences 
= them; and the Paſtoursand 
rieſts' shall be without honour, and 
ynworthelie treated fo farr forth as 


*7 


Great in+ 
PPT 


tobe putt ina ranke and ſtate inthe bes. 


Church, more low then that of rhe 
Friar ſeruants of the ;Renerend Fa- 
thers. But yet amongſt themſelues 
they know well how to keep the beſt 
place for Prieſthoqde, and keepe the 
Conuers or lay Brothers in the hu- 
militie and baſeneſle of ſcruitude, di- 


Qi 
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ſtinguishing themſclues by theſe ters 
mes Fathers and Brothers, albeit all 
of them are Brothersand children of 
one Order & of one habit , makin 
protcihon of one and the ſelf ſame 
rule, living vnder the ſame obſeruan- 
ceand the ſame yowes, & all of them 
as well prieſts as others not permitted 
heretofore to take any other title but 
thatof Brother, which is well obſer- 
Er, te- ned by the moſt humble and moſt 
reſcjure n 
L«izs moderate of them, -AndlI pray you, 
ocber. de- 1s prieſt1oode an other thing in the 
"7 49 Regulars the it is inthe ClergiefIs ir 
that if an vther charratter , an other Order, 
zrotker. another power,for being vndera Ca- 
puce , vader (andales, vndera {capu- 
lar, or vndcra claſpe? Is it more emi- 
nent ſo then yndcraſurplice, vndera 
{utane,and ynderacorner capp?Cer- 
tes we are now come to the time 
wherin the laſt are the firſt, and the 
firſt are put inthe laſt ranke. In your 
opinion to plant cabbage, to washe 
/ disheſle, to carrie a bag, to keepe a 
doore ,to ſnuff lamps, to patch, ha- 
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bits, the ordinarie cxerciſe of the lay 
brothers of the Convents, are they 
employments comparable to that of 


the Paſtours, who do conſecrate the The fun. 


body of the ſonne of God , who dil- 
pence the merits of his bloud in the 
Sacrament of pennance,who do bap- 
tiſe, who do annoint the lick, who do 
marrie thoſe that are called ro that 
holy yoake, and do ſuch other Paſto- 
rall functions ? 

Verely, quoth Triſtan, you reſtore 
them well what they lent you,. and 
their bill of exchange is well payed in 
the ſame coyne.It 1 had not knowne 
that youare well verſed intheſe mat. 
thers in controuerſie, I would fay 
that you area Prophet, and that you 
haue heard part of that which they 
ſaid ro me,ro divert me from beingan 
Hermite, or of the ſecular Clergie, ſo 
vell yourehearſe the particularitiesof 
that which they infinuated co me. For 
me thought I heard them ſay, that all 
deuotions copared to Religious de- 
uotton 15 but orpin copared ro gold,& 
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glaſſe compared toa diamant, & that 
they are like to thoſe Romi ſcarlers, 
which ſeemedall ſtaynedand deco- 
Jored, when they were put neere that 
piece of purple of Tyr and Sidon, 
_— which for the excellencie of it was 
Rlebbhos ſent ro the Emperour. For ought I 
i»feriowr ſee then their ſtate of perteftion doth 
du not proceede from their funCtions, 
Peſtewre. Which are inferiour in greatneſle, in 
eminencie, in vrtilitie, in neceſſitic to 
that of Prieſts and Paſtours,but from 
their vowes; it is ſo held commonly 
—_ in the (chooles , quoth the Hermite, 
diffndes but ſcing this ſort of Theologie doth 
of «ll maintaine as much diſpute and con- 
9 ..y?, trouerſieas it doth decide, 8 ſtirrr vp 


ES mowes ; 
« many as much asit doth reſolue, no point 


x + we of faith ſo ſacred on which she doth 
decide, not moue queſtions and frame diff- 
culties; of this point which is but of 
goucrnemet, I think that without of- 
tending Religion, wee may fpeake 
problemartically, ſubmitting alwaics 
moſt humblic & moſt abſolutely our 


particular reaſon & iudgment tothe 
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wdgmer of the vniuerſall Church, 8 

to the holy ſea Apoltolike,the firme 

8& fundamenrtall ſtone, againſt which 
errours, Wbich are the gatcs of hell, 

may not preuaile, I fay then after 

this proteſtacion, which may ſerue 

me as a buckler againſt the plorts of 
calumnie , that if the ſtate of perte- 

Qtion ro be acquired doth conſiſt in 
vowes,thet Prieſts of the Clergie,vho 

are in the Hierarchie of the Church, 

ought to be admitted to it: Forthey 

make two ſolemne and indiſpenſable Priefts 
voves of chaſtitie and obedience, an- -«ke 
nexed to their boly Orders. Andit —_ 
they do not make the yow of poo- ve\Fer. 
uertie, it is becauſe that being not in 
Commonaltie, as the Regulars are, 

but as the Apoſtles were, diſperſed nrie#: 
amongſt the people asthe ſalrof the 4*/<4 
earth, it would be impoſhble for ohe pong 
them ro obſerue it in that manner 42 «me- 
that the Conuentualls do. Bur if it —_— 
pleaſed them to goe to the Countric, 

andro (ce in the villages to what ex- 


tremitic of necclluic are the poore 


IEI_— ——— —— . ——— - 
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Paſtours brought, they would haue 
occaſio to ſay that it is much ecafierto 
vow pouerrie , as the Regulars doe, 
then to praCtiſe it as the Paſtours do, 
The Regulars cannot ſing bur'in very 


The plea- cloſe Quires, they cannot ſay Maſle 
fe - 77 but with filuer challices, with nete 
in theſe veltments & with parfums, they can- 
Cownrries not fleepe but in hoate celles,they 


cannot eate but very nete meat e,pro- 
per & well ſcaſoned, in gilt and pain- 
red Refefories, accompanied with 
pleafant leQture, hauing after euery 
refeCtion a full houre of recreation; 
they cannor walke bur in faire gar- 
des all laced with flowers & arrouſed 
with fontaines, they cannot goe but 
vnder Cloiſters & well coucted from 
ſumne & raine ,they canort make theit 
aſſemblies bur in Chapters well po- 
lished and very hghtſome, they can- 
nor ſtudy but in faireand ample Bt- 
bliothekes , in ſomme he that would 
learne a thouſand litle ſecrets for the 
commoditie of mans living, let him 


take the paines to con{ider the Mo- 
naſticall 


wy perfeftion, 
naſticall & Conuteruall life. In Nteede 
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that the Paſtours of the Countrey Th4er;feof 
(for thoſe of the citie are alitle better *©9»»775 


prouided , bur yet are they alſo in 
trouble ouer head & $shoulders ) are 
loged in cabanes, like the grotr of 
Bethleeni, expoſed ar all times ro the 
iniurie of the aire, they lic yponthe 
ſtraw and vpon the ground, they are 
nourished like clownes, without con- 
uerſation, without conſolation, they 
haue much pairic and lictle Vn&ion; 
they are ill loged.ill attired, ill payed, 
ill aſſiſted, miſerable in cheir Chur- 
ches, in their ornamets;in their load- 
gins, in their houshould-ſtuffs, & in 
all other things. And for all this; the 
Regulars amiddeſt all commodities 
haue the glorie of theſtate of pouer- 


aſtour, 


Prieſts 


held tobe 


riche 


tie, and the Paſtoursin all neceſhitics ;40ugh 
and want arc held for riche, & ro be ran 
diſpoſſeſſed of the ſtate of perfettion,J,,ne uu 


which,properlie doth not conhift for Friars, 


mucl in the vow of pouertie, as wee 
ſaid before , as it doth in the praGtiſe 
of voluncarie, & Buangeclicall pouer- 
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tie, which is when a man ſelling all 
thar he hath doth giue it to the 
poore, without aſſurance of any prop 
or the helpot any commonaltie , of 
which wee ſee very few exaples, For, 
ro forſake thirtie or fiftie pound rent 
to caſt himſelfinto a Monaſterie that 
hatha thouſand pound rent, and to 
have his part of the ſame wich thir- 
tic or fortic other Monks, I do not 
ſee that ſuch a leape is any thing 
dangerous : but to leaue great reue- 
newcsin the world & diſtributethem 
to theneedieto put himſelfall alone, 
. & without aydeina naked medicitie, 
as did the Apoſtles, who reſerued 
nothing of all the goods which the 
firſt Chriſtias brought: & laid at their 
feet, is a praQtiſe that is as rare as it 
is excellent, & ſome Regulars might 
be found which would callic remeri- 
tic, although it be the true manner of 
the pouertie counſelled in the Ghoſ- 

ell, in which our Sauiour , who did 
counſell ir, did place perfeQtion. But 
letys makerthis matter agree, a Reli- 
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ious man that is proprietaire shall be 
deepelic in imperfeCtion, becauſe he 
doth contrarieto his yow , and yetin 
vertue of the ſame vow, he $shall be 
faid to bein the ſtate of perfeQion : tir nes 
and a {ecular mi who doth diſtribute = "oe 
all his goods in almes ro'follow our he fare 
Sauiour,by this renouncement of his > ſb 
oods $hall be without doubr-well ;, ;, per- 
aduancedin perfetion, and yet shall #4. 
not he be in the ſtate of perfeCion ? 
For my part I muſt acknowledge at 
one time both my ignorance, and 
the groſeneſle of my vnderſtanding, 
that cannot get out the conneQion, 
of this admirable diſtinftion, which 
me thinks cannot ſubſiſt but by this, 
eſſe rationale , wherof there is ſuch 
great debate betweene the Philoſo. 
phers, and by feparating by the 
thought the ſtate of perfection , as 
they ſeparate in man, theanimal part 
from the reaſonnable. Bur perchance 
I shall expound my (elf better by this 
example. 
4 good Paſtour of a village, who 4» exip/e 
R 1 
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of « poore as (as almoſt all of them be) in the 


Paſtowr. 


yill then of the effeQts of it, drew 


perfetion of pouertic in his owne 
eſtat, rece1ued to his poore cabane a 
Conuentuall Friar, that should be a 
foote by his rule,bur in effeAwas well 
mounted he entertayned him accor- 
ding the short ext&tion of his power 
& of his meanes. Wodden & carthen 
disheſle were his beſt mouables,new 
ſtraw was his þeſt bedd,the ground 
was his moſt afſured bedſtead, two 
brones made his fire, and the middeſt 
of the place was his cheminie, a block 
was his chaire,histable was two plaks 
il ioin@ rogether, held yp by ſome 
flicks made in forme of a treſtle, il! 
faſtned ;for thereſt he was ſo auſtere 
that ſcarce he did weareany lynnen: 
he found neuerthelefſe ſome napkin; 
for the vſe of table-cloathes were as 
much vnknowne to him, as they are 
to the Capucins, The Religious mi 
who had occaſioto eſteeme more of 
his good reception then of his good 
cheere, and of the Paſtours good- 
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4 purſe out of his ſlecue, well fur- 
nished with a kind of metcall which 
is the rule and meaſure of all things, 
yet forbidden in the rule of Con- 
uentuall Friars; Wich this he thought 
to enterrcaine himſelf in all — 
this village was as ill furnished with 
things neceſlarie,as was the houſe of 
the good Paſteur. He was therfore 
conſtrayned to content himſelf with 
a kind of pottage and ſome pulſe, bur 
ro take this leanc refeftion he vicd 
many fashions, & diſpoſed himſelſe 
with much delicatneſlc and proprie- 
ries; hedrew from his pocket a caſe 
wherin there was a filuer {poone, a 
forke of the ſame mettall, & a knife 
with a- haft alſo of filuer. The good 
Paſtour wha had a pleaſant witt, and 
knew a lule more then his Proſhneor 
ſonday Sermons ſcing this Regular 
ſumptuofitie faid ro the friar, Father, 
you and I would make one good 
Moke, for you would make the yow 
of poucrtic, and I would keepe it. 
This blow of the beck or mouth did 


An exaple 
of «a man 
ofgxalit 

& of bs 


ſernant, 
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not hinder the good Friars teeth, 
who did not looſe a whit of his ap- 
petit foric. Now tell me, I pray you, 
who before God had the merit of 
pouertie, he that was really poore, 
and yſed hoſpitalicie , or he that was 
not poore bur in vow, with ſo much 
delicatneſſe? For my part, quoth 
Triſtan, 1 belecue that as he is much 
commended in the Scripture thar 
might tranſgreſle, and do euell,8 did 
it not: Even ſo he, that putting him- 
ſelf inthe ſtate of perfeQtion, 8& doth 
not tend to it, but lett himſelf fall 
into imperteCtions, shall be whipt 
with many ſtripes. And as the merits 
of Regulars, are very great whe they 
do their dutic well, ſo are their faults 
very notable when they failetherin. 
Theyare like the figgs of the Pro- 
phet, either all good, or all badd , 
which makes me remember an other 
cxample. 

A man of qualitic that liued yery 
diſfolute, being touched with repen- 
rence of his {innes did caſt himſclfe 
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into 2. Monaſterie: and a ſeruant ot 
his much fearing God following him 
in that retrait of the world, was recei- 
ued in the ſame Monaſteric in qua- 
litic ofa lay brother. What hapned? 
the Maiſter that knew his owne ini- 
quitie, and that ſaw without ceaſe his 
{innes| before his eyes, became fo 
humble by that conſideration, that 
he becamea good Religious man,8c 
the ſeruant contrarywviſe ſcing him- 
ſe]f entred into the portion of Saints 
in a good riche Monaſterie, became 
ſo inſolent & ſo delicate that nothing 
could content his yanitic and delicat- 
neſle : He that was his Maiſter in the 
world feruing him with all ſort of 
charitie and cordialitiche did checke 
and rebuke him like a flaue ; which 
the other did indure with incredible 
patience,by which he gayned heaue, 
and the ſeruant became ſo arroganc 
andſo preſumptuous, thatin the end - 
his ſottiſneſle and diſorder did oblige 
the Comonaltieto rake the habir fro 
his back and chaſe him away ignomt- 
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niouſlie like a knawe, that became as 
inſupportable as he was incorrigible: 
Euen ſo the ſame ſunne which melc 
_wax,doth harden ditr, & Regulatitic 
which is inſtituted as a boly Acade- 
mie, to guide thoſe that put themſel- 
nes init, as becommeth,to perfeCio, 
was cauſc of the imperfeftion of this 
ſeruat, who had done far better it he 
had remayncdin his firſt ſtate of life. 
And indeede ſolitude; which the 
Scripture and expericnce doth reach 
vsto be {o proper to draw to it the 
Spirit of God ,is often cauſe of the 
ruine of ſuch as caſt themſclues in- 
toit without judgment. Loth, that 
was {o wilcand ſo chaſte in an inta- 
mous citie infeted with the moſt 
horrible diſorder thac ſcnſualitic 
could commir, became diſflolute and 
inceſtuous in the deſert. And ſome 
Regulars do ſay that they find none 
ſo traftable nor ſo humble as thoſe 
that were before eminent in digniric 
in the world, nornone {o arrogant & 


harder to be gouerned then thole 
; that 
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that coming from baſe deſcent,do ſee 
themſclues as the Aﬀle of Its in the 
Embleme, honored becauſe of the 


reputation of ſainRitie which there x,;,es 
habit doth gett vnto then , ahd that =__ __ 
vithout ir, neicher by. their birth, [20,0 


hor by their merits should they be irs, 


any thing eſteemed. Ir is to thoſe that 
it belongs co ſay with the Plalmiſt,my 
cordes/or knots, that is to ſay, my 
vowes do me great honour, & they 
are the moſt excellentportion of my 
inheritance. And if eaſe & commo=- 
ditic doe carrie them to immoderas 
tion, then may they ſay that their ini- 
quitic doth proceed fr6 their farneſſe 
and from the abondance of theit 
breade, being no more ſubieCt ro the 
Jabour & trauaile of other men. And 
if proprictie do ſlide amongſt them, 
then is all loſt, for that is the ſinne 
of Achan which draw maledition , 
ypon theit heads. 

For ought I can gather out of your 
diſcours ,quoth Triſtan, the ſtate of 
pertcRion acquired in which = all 


- 
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Prelats doth conſiſt in the eminencie 
of their dignitie & charaCter: and the 


Nate of perfetion to be acquired, 


wherinare the Regulars, doth conſiſt 
in their three yowes, in which they 
putthe eſſence of Regularitie, That 
15 the opinion of ſome DoCtours,ſaith 
Nicephorus, but in this ſubie& allare 
not of the ſame opinion. And that 
it is ſo, the Regulars themſelues do 
make diſtin&tions of the ſtate of per- 
fetion amongſt them, andalthough 
their Prouincialls and Generalls who 
vith thedo hold the place ofBishops 


and Archbishops in their particular 


_8»pe- Hierarchie, arc but ſimple Pricſts for 
your! of their charatter, & for theſe dignities 


Regulars 


are bue vnknowne inthe Church foure hun- 


ſimple 
Priefts, 


dred yeeres agoe, neuertheleſſe do 
they repute them to bein the ſtate of 
perfeCtion acquired as Prelats are, 8 
they giue themalſo thename of Pre« 
lats, which doth paſſe to the Abbots 
by they Titulars or Comendataries, 
and to many others in the Court of 
Rome, which hauc no Prelatship but 
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by name only, hauing no chardge of 
ſoules nor any funQto in theChurch. 

»ome Regulars do make this ſtate of 
perfection acquired to deſcend yet 

more low, to their Priours,Gardiens, 
Miniſters, Corre&ours, ReCftours & 

other Superiours of particular Con- 

uents , alrhough they denie itto Cu- 

rats & Paſtours of Parisheſſe, ic may 

be with as litle reaſon as they do at- 
tribure jt to themſclues. For I do not 

think that I chould ſwarue much fro 

the iudgment of the truthe and ofthe r4/our: 
Church,if I should fay tharthe Pa- - = 
ſtours areat theleaſt as great 8 grea- perjoure 
ter then the Superiours of Regular ?f feg*+ 
houſes ,as hauing many more ſoules yo rad 
vnder their gouernement then they 

haue; for where is that Monaſterie 

which hath fortic or fiftie thouſand , ,, ,,- 
Friars in it, as therc is a Parish that i» rar 
hath ſo many Parifioners within it/” ***: 
precinct, and which is more, holding The xie- 
the ſame rikein the firſt, principall & 79110 of 

- w wo the Cler- 

moſt ancicrHierarchic of the church, ,;. ; ;he 
which is that of the Cleargie, that jrimop-lt 


* 4 s mo 
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axciew the Clauſtrall Priors and Supetiours 
Sf do hold.in the ſgcond and new Hie- 
TheRegw Tarchie, of Regulars? There do nox 
_ m«- want alſo ſome famous DoCtours 
+. which haue placed the Paſtours in the 
cbie by ſtate of perfeion acquired; as the 
#biſelvcs. Prelats are, becauſe they haue the 
ſame obligation which they haue( 8 
in ſome ſort more tri then they,be- 
cauſe they are the immediat Paſtours 
of the people that put their lives in 
hazard forthe ſaluatis of their flock, 
Perfet For it is inthat that the high point 
wo; of perfect charitic doth conſiſt, and 
Ferat conſcquentlic the topp of acquired 
Fharde. perfeftion . Wherfore then faith 
Triſtan, do they caſt you ſo farr of (I 
ſpeake of you Hermites) from the 
ſtate of perfcQion to be acquired? It 
is without doubt, becauſe you do not 
make the vowes nor the profeſſion 
ofany rule. Sir,ſaid Nicephorus,I did 
alwaicsdiuert my ſelffrom that blow, 
deſiring rather to ſpeake of thoſe that 
are of ſome worth in the Church the 


of ys pooreſolitarie people, who live 
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in obſcuritic , among the dead men of 
the world, of which thereis no men- 
tion in the Catalogue of the liuing : 
bur ſeing you,by your inquiries do 
preſent them yponthe ſtage, who by 
the profeſſion oftheir life ought to 
hide theſelues,to imitate our Sauiour 
in his hidden life, jt is requiſir that I 
ſpeake 'ynto you of a thing that is 
not, as ofa thing tharis. Knowthen 
that as there are Conuentuall friars 
and Conuentuall friars, ſo are there 
Hermites and Hermites. There g,,q &5 
isnot almoſt any Order of Regulars 6«4fr1ars 
wherofthereis nota Reformation,in 7 = 
ſort that ſuch as liue according the aud 64 
ſtrit obſeruance of their rule are cal- #7? 
led the Reformed,and the others the 
Mitigate, a name truely too milde, 
which doth iniuſtly flacter their diſ- 
prder and relaxation. For mitigation 
doth preſuppoſe ſome temperature 
of auſtcritie in the rule by Apoſto- 
licall authoritie: Burt not ſo manifeſt 
infrattion of .the vowes of obe- 
dicnce and pouertie, as that whichis 


$þ. Ind, 


. true followers and children of thoſe 
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knowne to be, and which the holy 
ſea did neuer authorize. In like man- 
ner there are Hermites yacabonds & 
voluntaries, who haue neither houſe 
nor home, children of Belial , who 
will haue no yoke nor ſubicQion, 
who liue after their owne fancic, and 
as the Pſalmiſt faith, who do walke in 
their owne deſires, & paſle their Jiues 
according the inconſtant affection of 
their harts: Cloudes YVuhout VVater 
carried about of YVvmdes; and for whom 
the tempeſt of darkneſfle is reſerued, 
& perpetuall ynquictnefſc in punish- 
ment of their inſtabilitie. Theſe kind 
of peopleareHermutes only by habit, 
& not by lite, by apparence and not 
by effec, people without approbatis, 
{laues to their proper wills, and not 
only farr from the ſtate of perteQis, 
but alſo from the perfeftion of their 
cltate, if a condition ſo yncertaine 8 
ſo irregular may be called an eſtate. 
But there are other Hermites, who 
are in the ſtabilitie of a ſetled life , 
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firſt Anacorites, who like $hining 
ſtarrs lightned the heauen of the pTi- 
mitiue Church by the lively beames 
of their holy vertues, whoſe memoric 
Shall neucr perish, but will be ſtill c6- 
ſcrued freshe, in the very decline of 
time, and in theold age of the world 
They ate men that ſtick like Tuie to 
the ſtock & wall of the Eccleſfiaſticall 
Hierarchie and like the vigne that 
ioyne falt to theelme tree. Thoſe me 
do. ſequeſter themſelues from the 
world by alocall ſolitude, to the end 
to harken more attentiuely in the 
mentall ſolirude that, which God 
Shall ſpeake ro their harts. They 
haue choſen the beſt part with Ma- 
ric, but in that ſort that when the ne- 
ceſſitie of the neighbour or the ſer- 
uice of the Church doth call them, 
they imitate theſe wife maydens , as 
ſaid that ancient Hermite, who neuer 
departed their fathers houſe, but to 
carrie water when their neighbours 
houſe was ſurpriſed with fier, Charitic 
& neceſlitic bcipg the only two cau- 
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ſes which mightand ought iuſtly iti 
rerrupt the ſweet repoſe of theit 
ſilence. Theſe Hermites are ab- 
ſolurelic and entirclic ſubic@ ro the 
Ordinarics, who ate the Bishops; 
they may be iudged by their Oth- 
cialls, they are ſubic to the yiſits of 
their Generall Vicars and Archdea- 
cons, and they acknowledge allo fot 
their Superiours & Paſtours, the Pa- 
ſtours in whoſe Parisheſle are ſituated 
their Hermitages. Theſe do recemue 
their holy habit at the hands of the 
Prelats, ot of ſuch as are depu- 
ted by them to cloath them with 
the Eccleſiaſtical! benediCtions & ce- 
remonies, they goe not out of the 
Dioceſe withour leaue , they eſtablish 
themſclues in their dwellings with 
4 0g he permilſis & leaue of the Bishops 
a and Paſtours, & alſo with the coſent 
for xegi- of the neighbouring people, they 
r%, do not begg but withthe licence of 
the Paſtours; in ſomme they depend 
inall things of their wills. If they be 


Prieſts, they make the two ſolemne 
yoves 


— 
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yowes annexed to holy orders, 
berwene the hands of the moſt Reue- 
rend Bichop who doth conſecrat 
them,whicharethe vowes of chaſtirie 
and obedience, and that they may 
not looſe alſo the merit of the yow 
of poucrtie, be{tdsthe practiſe which 
they make of it by begging, many 
of them do yow it betwene the hands 
of the Prelats or of their Officers, 
bereauing themſelues of all propric- 
tie and reſeruing but the {imple yſe 
of the almes which are giuen them, 
readie to quitt the ſame at the firſt 
command of thoſe whom the heauecs 
hath giuen them for Superiours. 
What think, you Sir, arethoſe men 
in the ſtate of perteQtion to be acqui- 
red as ate the Conuentuall friars? I 
would think they are, quothT riſtan, 
bur the Conuentualls do not think it, 
who do! not pur the ſtate of perfe- 
Qtion in the vowes only , but do re- 

uire befids that they be made ynder 
ſome of the Rules approucd by the 
Church. 
T 
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Truely , quoth the Hermite z that 
is extreme rigour; but I pray you, 
what better rule can wee haue then 
that of the Scripture, then the exam- 
les of the Patriarches & Prophets, 
who lived in the wilderncſle, then 
that of our Sauiour faſting in the de- 
ſert, transfiguring himſeltc ypon mor 
Thabor, and paſling a great part of 
his life ypon £ moſt retired moun- 
raines; then that of his fore-runner 
faint Iohn Baptiſt, then that of ſaint 
Paul the firſt Hermite, of great ſaint 
Anthonie, of ſaint Hilarion; in ſom- 
- mc, of ſo many thouſand Anacore. \ 
tes, Whoſe names writte in the booke 
of life are glorious in heauen, and 
bleſſed on carthe ? Can any man 
doubr but theſe excellent Anacore- 
res were in the ſtate of perfeQtion 
although they did not make the 
Hree yoves vnderany rule? In good \ | 
ſooth,a man muſt have extraordina- 
rice patience to indure theſe inequali- 
ties; and to ſpeake with the ſacred 
Amante ; The children of my mother 


of perfefFion, 147 
fought againſt me, & pur me, in the gard 
of the Vignes. It did not appertaine bur 
to 5. Paul rodiuulge his owne proper 
praiſes yith good grace, becauſe he 
did know how to reterr all very pro- 
perly ro God,when he ſaid: Nor 1,bur 
the grace of God im me, by VVhich 1 am 
that which lam: but 1 did menage it well, 
&* in ſuch ſort as it was not inutile in my 
hands. 1 dare neuerthelefle praiſemy 
ſoule in God as ſaith the Pſalmilt, to 
the end to reioice the curteous , and 
tell you, thatif ſo be the Regulars do 
fay they are themſelues in the ſtars 
of perfeQion, for hauing made the 
three yowes vynder a certaine Rule 


betwene the hids of theirSuperiours, TheSupe- 


who are bur ſimple Prieſts, Ithink to —_— 


haue right to ſay the ſame, having are 5a: 
recceiued my habit bythe hands of a /'mpte 


Bishop, made profeſhon of theſame 
voves betwenc his hands,ynder ſuch 
rules & Conſtitutions as pleaſed his 
charitie to preſcribe yato me,and ha- 
ving {0 ſubmitred my will to his, thar 


I haue no other-defire but to obey 
T 


P rieflss 
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him : When he bids me goe, I goe, 
when he bids me come, I come, 
Shuning no occaſion by his com- 
maundement to doſeruice according 
my powerto the sheepe of his folde, 
with the permiſſion of the Reuerend 
Paſtours; In this ſort I do viſite the 
ſick in theſe quarters, I confeſſe 
thoſe that come to me , being for 
wry þ * that purpoſe approued by the Ordi- 
haue the narie, I do adminiſter ro them the 
«pproba- holy Euchariſt when they come to 
"5, theOratoric of this houlſe;I goe from 
bejs. village to village teaching the Chri- 
ſtian dottrine to children, Catechi- 
ſing the rude, bkuigelizing the poore, 
inſtructing the great ones, & making 
exhorrations to them according the 
rallent which God gaue me.Ifin con- 
{eques of this they do me ſome good, 
it 15 according the Apoſtle, ro reepe 
temporall things hauing ſowen ſpiri- 
tuall rhings; and whar I get oucrand 
aboue what is-neceſſarie, I gue it ro 
the poore. Loc how paſle ouerthis 
life, carivg litleif I beinthe ſtare of 
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erfeCction or no, ſotharTI correQtmy 
ſelte of the imperfeions which are 
ynworthic of my eſtate, litle curious 
of thoſe titles which the Cenobiticall 


friars do attribute to themſclues, to 


be the Coadiutours of the Bishops, Speciow 


to be Apoſtolicall men, to leade the 


—_ 


Apoſtolicall life , ro be men ſent by cheRegs- 


the ſca Apoſtolike to ſupplie the de- 


tes of the ordinaric Paſtours, to be jeluer, 


croupes of ſuccour, to be the props 
of the Church, to be the pillarsand 
firme colomnes of her which is her- 
ſelfe the colome and fundation of 
truthe; knowingthartall theſequalities 
areannexed to Pricſthoode, ith that 
Prelats ordering Prieſts do call them 
their cooperators & fellow workers, 
the ſupporters of their Paſtorall Or- 
der,and many other yery honorable 
names. The condition of a Monke is. 
truely very venerable, ſo is that of 
Conyenrtuallfriars,of Religious men; 
let them call chem as they will, and 
as they pleaſe, or in one word, that 
of Regulars or of Friars, (albeit the 
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| Regular Clerkes do apprehend as 
much to be called this laſt name, as 
they would to handle a burning cole 
without tongs. ) But for my part, I 
belecue thatall men of good vnder- 
The con. ſtanding will alwaics eſteemeas much 
«11999 +f 2nd more the condition of a Pricſt as 
ets any of thoſe. Notwithſtanding to ' 
med «+ Shun the obſtinat contention which 
_ the Apoſtle doth ſo expreſly forbid, 
«ny other itis better leaue them in the arbitra- 
#4/c "ble poſſeſſion of the ſtare of perfe- 
Church, Ctio, ſeing that by their tongues as by 
the tongue of Hercules Gaulois the 
Deſtinies do ſpinne the reputation of 
men, nothing being well done,accor- 
ding the Caſtilian prouerb, bur that 
which proceedeth out ofa Monke or 


friars head. 


THE KSSIPF ACS 
and honour wuhich « due to the 
Order &/ dignitie of Prieſthood 
declared and proued by the au= 


thoritie both of holy S cripture 
and of the ancient Fathers of the 


( hurch. 


- O V haue ſcene gentle 
Reader in the precedent 
Diſcours how the Regu- 
lars to extoll themſclues 
are not content by their rigorous 
cenluresto giue a ſentence of exclu- 
ſion againſt Hermites and Secular 
Prieſts (as they terme them)from the 
ſtate of perteQtion in which they pla- 
ce the meaneſt ofthemſclues,in yer- 
rue of their three'yowes of pouertie, 
obedience and chaſtirie, bur alſo pro- 
claime them to be baſe and of no 


4 
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conſideration. And that you may 

iudge whether that be conformable 

to the holy Scripture & ro the Do- 

rrine of the ancicagt Fathers of the 

primatiue Church, I thought good 

ro produce here a few authorities of 

the one & of the other, prouing the 
dipniticand authoritic of Prieſts. 

God inſtrufting the children of 

Iſrael how to decide all controuerſies 

that should ariſe amongſt them, ſaid: 

Thou shalt come to the Prieſts of the Le- 

Dent.\7- giticall ſtock, and to the iudge, that 

The bigh Shall be at that time : and thou shalt aske 

Prieffs Of them , Who shall shew thee the truth 

_ of the zudyment. And thow halt do 

jory—ad oY VVhatſoeuer they, that ave preſidentes of 

erowerfes the place , Which our Lord hall chooſe, 

Shall ſay and teach thee according to his 

lavy; and thou Shalt folloWy theiv 

ſentence- neither shalt thou decline to the 

risht hand noy to the left hand. But he 

that shall be proude , refuſing to obey the 

commandement of the Prieſt, Vvhich at 

that time miniſtreth to our Loyd thy God, 

Ethe decree of the iudge, that man shall aje. 

What 

9” 

tl 
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What could be ſaid more to shew the 
dignitic andauthoritie of Prieſts then 
whoſocuer would not obey them,nor 
ſtand to their iudgment Should die; 
bur that 1s not all. 
The Pcopher Malachias ſpeaking 
of the coucnant which God made 
with the tribe of Leui faith to the 
ſame purpoſe: The bpps- of the Prieſt 1,,1..+- 
Shall Keepe knowledze , and the law they * 
Shall require of his mouth: becauſe he1s the 
Angell of God. 
The Eccleſiaſticus reaching a man 
| how to carrie bimſelf firſt toyvards 
God,& after rowards the Prieſts ſaith £</.7- 
thus:1n all thy ſoule feare our Lord, &7+- 54- 
etifie Ins Prieſts. And after; Honour. God 
withall thy ſoule, ex honour the Prieſts. 
Saint Peter yyho vvas a Prieſt 
himſclf ſpeakes thus to Prieſts: Tow 
are an eleft generation, a Kingly Prieſt- 
hood, a holy Nation a people of F purchaſe. 
Was it nor to Prieſts that our 
Sauiour himſelf ſaid : Wharſoever you Marr. 18, 
Shall biade Vpon earth, shall be bound alſo Y* 


in heauen : and Vt hatſoencr you 5hall looſe 


Pet. %; 
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pow earth, Shall be looſed alſe m 
heauen. 

Many other paſſages might be pro- 
duced out of holy Scripture to proue 
the dignitie of Prieſts, & the reſpeCt 
which is due to them, buttheſe $hall 
fuffice at this time ſo you conlider 
them well: for you ſee that to Prieſts 
God gaue power to iudge and decide 
all controuerſies, and that he gaue 
ſentence of death vpon any that 
would not obey them. Y ou ſeemore- 
ouer that they are called the An- 

ells of God, that all men were com - 
manded to honour and reſpe@ them, 
that they are called an ele genera- 
tion, a holy nation, and that their 
Prieſthood is a Royall dignitie. And 
which is more then all that, you ſee 
how Crx1sT gaue them the power 
to looſe and bind ypon earth, and 
that their aCt therin is ratified in hea» 
Ucn . | 

Now reſts to shew what the an- 
cient Fathers of the primitiueChurch 


do ſay of Pricſthood, and in what 
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eſteeme Prieſts were in their time, in 
which there was no ſpecch neither of 
BenediCtins which arc the Ancicteſt 
in our Latin Church, and began the 
yeere 529, nor of Dominicans, nor 
Franciſcans, which began the yeere | 
1209.nor yet of Auguitins, nor Car- 
melites as they arcapproued by the 
Church, nonor of Bernardins, much 
lefle of the reſt which now, flourish 
in the Church ynder ſcuerall names, 
bur all was ruled and gouerned by 
Prieſts. 

SainCt Ignatius Martyr and the 
third Bischop of Antiochia after S. 
Perer commaunding all lay perſons 


ro be ſubief vnto, and reucrence Fpf. «d 
Prieſts and Diacons ſaicth thus: Dig- $22 


conos rewereamm1 Vt ex Det precepto mi- 
niftrantes: Honour yea the Deacons 


as miniſtring by the precept of God. ###. «4 


And after: Enitimins chariſcumi ſubieft #pheſ. 


eſſe Epiſcopo & Presbyteris 6+ Diaconis. 

Qui enim his obedit , obedit Chrifto. My 

deareſt doe your beſt to be ſubie& 

to the Bishop, and Prieſts, and Dca- 
V 
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cons, for he that obcyeth theſe 
obeycth CHRIST. 

x98. a4 Saint Policarp diſciple to faint 

F-lp. Tohnthe Apoſtle laicth: Subreftreſtote 
Presbyterts , &* Diaconis, ſicut Dev, &9* 
CHRri1sTo. Beyeaſubict ynto the 
Prieſts and Deacons, as to God and 
CHRIST. 

Conf. Saint Clement diſciple to faint 
Apeft.l.z, Peter, ſaith: Py: -sbyterts ſt aſtque m ſtu- 
wo. dio docendt Verbum Dei laborauermt, ſe- 

ponatur dupla etiam poytio im gratians 
© Apoſtolorum Chriſti, quorum locum te- 
nent, tanquam Conſt tlary Epriſcopr Cx Se- 


£.30. narus Eccleſ1e. $1 de parentibus ſecundurs 
carnem att diuina Scriptura : Honora pa- 
trem &+ matyem "Vt bene tib1 fir. Er qui 
maledicit patri avt matyi, morte mo= 

Prieſts 


Us - 
[ay rf riatuy: Quanto magis de Patribus Fþir1 
tall Ea. twalibus Verbis Det moneamur, honove C9 
ther, charitate eos proſequs, Vt beneficos & ad 
Deum Legatos. Quanto anima Ccorpore 
preſtantior ect , tanto eſt Sacerdotium ve- 
gno excellentius, Let there be a double 
portion, reſerued for the Prieſts in 


honour of the Apoſtles of CarisT, 
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whichshall haue labouredin teaching 

of the word of God diligently, 

whoſe places they cnioye, as Coun- 
ſellours| of the Bishop, and the 
* crowne of the Church. They arethe 
Councell & Senat of the Church. 
If the holy Scripture ſaith of carnall 
parents: Honour thy Father and thy 
mother,that it may be well with thee. 
And whoſoeuer doth curle his father 
or his mother, shall dic : how much 


more $hall we be admonished by the 7y;e4; \ 
words 'of God, of our Spirituall Fa- —_— 


thers, to reſpeC&t them with honour 
and charitie, as bencficiall ro ys and 
Legarsro God? How much more no- 
ble the ſoule is then the bodie, fo 
much more excellent is Prieſthood 


before a kingdome. AndS. Ignatius Epi. . 44 


addeth : Sacerdotiums eſt omnium bono- 
rum, que m hommbus ſunt apex; qu 
aduerſus illud furit ; non hominem 1970 
mini afficit, ſed Deum & Chriſtum Te- 
ſum primogemitum » qu1 naturs ſolus eft 
ſummus Sacerdes Patris. Prieſthood is 
the ornament of all things, vyhich 


Conſt l.:., 


c4p. 2, 


The pre- 
F6gatlinwe 
of Pa- 


fowrs, 
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are/in men; whoſocuer doth rage 
againſt it, he doth not dishonour a 
man , but God & Chriſt Ieſus the 
firſt begotten, who by nature is the 
only high Prieſt of his Father. The 
Apoſtles write by ſaint Clements 
penne: 5: Reges inuadens ſnpplicio dignus 
wecatuy , quamuy filus Yel amicus ſit 
quanto mari. qui Sacerdotibus inſulrat : 
quanto enim Sacerdotium regno eſt excel- 
lentius, cum regendarum anmarum officio 
preſir, tanto grauiort ſupplicio punitur » 
qus aduerſus 1d aliguid temere fecerit, 
quam qui aduerſus regnum: If he that 
ſetteth on a king is iudged worthy 
of punihement, although he be his 
ſonne or his frend, how much more 
Should he be blame worthy that in- 
ſulreth ouer Prieſts. For by how 
much more Prieſthod excelleth a 
kingdome,when it doth by office go- 
uerne foules, by ſomuch more grea- 
rer punishment is he tobe afflicted, 
who shall rashly doe any thing 
againſt it, then he who hath offended 


a kingdome. 
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Presbyters ſunt ((aith ſaint Ignatius ) 
conce(ſys quidam & conunttus Apoito- 
lorum Chorus, ſine hy Eccleſiaeletta non 
eſt-nulla ſine hu SanfForum Congregatio, 
nulla Santtorum elefFio. Quid Sacerdo- 
tim aliud est, quam ſacey catus, Conſilia- 
ry & aſſeſſores Epiſcops. Prieſts are in- 
deedea certaine Aflemblie, and vni- 
red quicr of the Apoſtles. Without 


theſe the Church is not choſen, ,, 


Epiff. ad 
T rallew 


ra 


The 
Charch 


nnet be 


withonr theſe there is no Congrega- Guerhour 


tion of SainCts,nor cleCtio of Saints. 
Whatelſe is Prieſthood, then an holy 
Aſſemblie Conſellours and Aſſiſtants 
of the Bishops? 

Saint Anacletus Pope living in this 
age & made Prieſt by S. Peter, faith: 
Iniuria Sacerdotum pertinet ad Chriſtum, 
cus Vice funguntur. T he iniurie done 
ynto Prieſts, appertaine to Chriſt, 
whole place they ſupplieth, 


priefts, 


Epps. 


Saint Chryſoſtome treating of #emi.s. 


the ſame matter ahd comparing a 


de verb, 
l '{ 414: Vi- 


Prieſtro a king, faith : Ne mibi parres diDomi- 


purpuram neque Diadema, neque eſtes 
aureas, Ymbye ſunt ifthec emnia, Verniſ» 


aum. 
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que floſculs lemtora. Ne quam mil nar- 
res ista, ſed ſi Vu Videre diſcrimen quan- 
tum abſit Rex 4 Sacerdote, expende mo- 
dum poteſtatis Vtrique tradite, Videbus Sa- 
cerdotem multo ſublimius Rege ſedentem. 
Reous thronus reruns terrenarum admi-« 
niſtrationem ſortitus est, nec Vitra pote> 
ſtatem hancpreterea quicquam habet au- 
thoritatis : Verum Sacerdoti thronus mm 
cely collocatus et, g-de celeſtibus negotis 
pronutiandi habet anthoritatem. Q us hec 
dicitipſe celorum Rex? Quecique lizaue- 
rity ſuperterra, erunt ligata ein cells, 
qugcung; ſolueritts ſuper terra, erit ſoluta 
em cgls. Deus ipſum Regale caput Sacey- 
dots mantbus ſubiecit , nos erudiens, quod 
hic princeps eſt 1llo maioy. Speake not 
tome of theſe things, but if thou wilr 
ſee the power giuen to them both, 
thou $halr (ee the Prieſt fitting much 
higher in dignitie then the king. The 
throne of a king is choſen of the ad- 
miniſtratis of catthlic things:neither 
hath he any other authoricie beſides 
chis: but roa Prieſt athrone is placed 
in hcaucen, & he hath authoritie to 
wdge. 
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wmdge of heauenly buſineſſe. Who 
ſaicth this * The king of heauen him- 
ſelf. Whatſoeuecr yee $hall bind ypon 
earth $shall be bound alſo inc the 
heauens: and whatſocuer yee $hall 
looſe on earth, shall be looſed in the 
heauens. God hath ſubie&ed to the 
hands of the Prieſts the Regall head, 

reaching vs, thatthis Prince is grea- 

ter then ithat. The ſame Authour 
ſpeaking further of this matrer ſaith: 


Sacerdotibus datum eſt, Vt poteſtatem ha- Chryſ. 1.3; 


beant , quam Deus neque Angels neque 
Avchangelis datam eſſe Volmt. Neque 
enim ad Ullos dhttum elt : Quecungue alli- 

aueritis in terra, erunt alligata & 7 Ce- 
A , Erquecungque ſolueritts 3 m terra erunt 
ſoluts e mcelo. Itis giuvento Prieſts, 
that they $hall haue power, which 
God would haue giuen neither to 
Angels nor Archangels. For it is not 
ſaid ro them : whatſocuer you $hall 
bind ypon earth shalÞbe bound alſo 
in heauen: and whatſocuer you shall 
looſe on earth, $shall be looſed in hea- 
uen. The power of binding which is 
AX 


deFacerd. 


Chryſefe. 


tbrdem. 


Chroſoft. 


ſuper L, 
adTimer. 


Homnl.z., ' 
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in Princes, is only ouer bodies, that 
of Prieſts ouer ſoules, and extendeth 
to heauen. 

A continuation oof the fas Au- 
thour: Habent ex terreſtres Principes Vin- 
cul: poteſtarem Verum corporum ſolum: 
id autem quod dico Sacerdotum Vinculum 
ipſam etiam animam contingit atque ad 
celos Vſque peruadit. Tertene Princes 
alſo haue the power of fetters, bur of 
the body only ; but that which I ſay, 
the bonds of Prieſts toucheth the ſou- 
le it ſelf, and paſleth vnro the heaues. 
This is the doftrine deliuered by 
CaxRisT, ſo expounded both by 
the Greeke and Latine Church. 

Item, In an other place he ſaith: An 
19n0ra5 quid ſit Sacerdos? Angelus Vrique 
Domm es}, non ex ſe1pſo loquitur ſi : de- 
Fþics, non 1llum deſpics ſed Deum qui ll; 
ordiwauit. Art thou ignorant what isa 
Prieſt? he is verily the Angell of our 
Lord,hedoth not ſpeake of himſelt, 
if you deſpiſe, it is not him that you 
deſpiſe, but God who ordayned him, 
Andinan other place: Monachorum 
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certamen mgens &+ labor multus eſt: Ve- 

rum ſt conferre quis Voletinſtitun illius ſn* chryſlib. 
dores cum refte admimſtrato Saceydotio, 4cSacera. 
certetanti eſſe inter duoulla diſcrimen com- 

periet, quanth eſt inter privatii &* Regem. 

The conflit and labour of Monks is 

great: but if any would confer the pai- 

nes & labour of that inſtitution with 
prieſthood duely adminiſtred; truely 

he $shall:find as much difference be- 

twene them both as betwene a kin 

and a privat man. Loe how farr he 

putts A Prieſt beyond a Monke or 
Religious man. 

Saint Hierome who was himſelf a 5 Her. 
Religious man faith: Sacerdoribus ac MM 
Leuinis honorem debitum deferamus: quod 
qui non fecefit, Deum fraudare &+ ſup- 
plantare conwincituy. Let vs giue due 
honour to Prieſts & Leuites: which, 
who willnotdo is maniteſtly proued 
todefraudeand ſupplant God. 

The ſame Authour inan other place xpj#, «4 
faith : Mihi ante Presbyterum ſederenon #04. 
licet,ulls ſu peccawero licet tradere me Sa- 
than in inteririy carns. It is notlawtull 


X ij 


164 Of the dignitie 

for me to fitt before the Prieſt, for 
him it 1s lawfall if I finne, to deliver 
me vp to Sathan, to the deſtrution 
of the flesh. 

Saint Ambroſe in his learned trea- 
Lib. d« tiſe of the dignitie of Prieſts ſalutes 
&g.$acer.them with thoſe venerable Epirets: 

Audite me, beatiſumi Patres , etſ1 dignum 

ducitis , fanihſim Fratres, audite me 

ſtirps Lemitica, germen Sacerdotale , pro- 

pago ſantlificara, Duces &+ Rettores 

greg1s Chriſti, Et paulo poſt. Honor &9+ 

ſublinitas Sacerdoralts, nullis poterit com- 

paratiombus adequart , ſi Regum fulgori 

. Compares, @ Prmcipum diademati, longe 

erit inferius, quam ſi plumbi meralli, aur 

fulgorem copares : quippe cum Videas Re- 

gum + Principum colla ſubmittt genibus 

Sacerdotum, &7* exoſculatis eorum dextyis 
ordtiombus eorum credunt ſe communinrt. 

Heare me, moſt blefled Fathers, & 

72 5+due if you takeit in good part, moſt holy i 

- ag «x Brothers, heare me you Leuiticall 

led Fs. ſtock, you Sacerdorall branch, you 

thers, ſanQtified race, you leaders and go- 

. uernours of Chriſts flock, And a ble 


v. 
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after; The honour and ſublimitie of 
prieſthood cannot be equalized by 
any compariſons, if you compare 1t 
tothe ſplendor of kings, & to Prin- 
Ces Erownes, that will be farr more 
vnequallto it, then if you-did com- 
pare the metrall of lead ro the 
ſplendor of gold : for you ſce the 
neckes of kings and Princes bowed 
downe to the knees of Prieſts, and 
having kiſſed their right hands they 
belecue that they are fortified and 
ſtrengrhned by theirprayers. 

S. Chryſoſtome wrote ſix bookes 
of the dignitic and power of Prieits 
putting ir aboue all kings, Princes 
& Potenrcats of the carth, and in his 
third booke he ſaith thus: Sacerdo- 
tium ipſum 1 terra quidem peragituy , 
ſed m rerum caleſtium claſſem , ordmem= 
que referendum eſt , atque 14 quidem me< 
rito; quippe now mortals quiſpiam, non 
Angzelu, non alia quenss creata potentia, 
ſed Deus 1þſe ordinem hutwſmods diſpomr. 
Prieſthood truely is exerciſed in 
earth, bur it is to be referred to the 
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ranke and order of celcſtiall things, 
and that truely very worthely ; be- 
cauſe it 15 no mortall man, nor An- 
gell nor any other created power, 
but God himſef that doth diſpoſe & 
appoint this order. 

Sacerdotibus ſicut Epiſcopis, inquit 
ſanQus Ifidorus , difpenſario Myſterio- 


1.2.de rum Des commiſſa eſt : preſunt enim 


Ds. of 


Cap. 7 


Eccleſie , & in confettione d1uma cor- 
ports + ſanzuims conſortes cum Epiſ= 
copo ſunt, ſi ;militey in doftrina populorum 
&* m officio predicatioms., To Prieſts 
as to Bishops the diſpenſation of the 
myſteries of God is committed : for 
mJ they beare the rule in the 
Church and in the dinine conſecra- 
tion of the body and bloud of Chriſt, 
they are conſorts with the Bishops 
likewiſe in teaching the people, and 
in the office of preaching. 

Philippus de Flareing a Religious 
and a moſt learned Abbot in his 
worke which he wrote foure hundred 
and fiftie yeeres agoc: De dignitate , 
ſcrenna &7 1ſtitia Eo continentia Clert- 
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rorum,doth highly commend the Re- 
ulars,| but in euery chapter he pre- 
terreth'the Clergie before all Regu- 
lars, though himſelf was one: In his 
17. chapter he ſaith thus: Noſtrum eſt 
now(imum locum eligere nec ad altiora 
Volatw preſumptuoſo nos ipſos erigere. It 
is ourpartes(that is to ſay,the part of 
Religious men) to chooſe the laſt 
place, and not by a preſumptuous 
flightto cleuat our ſelues to higher 
things. Andin his 17.epiſtle he ſaieth, 
that from all che bounds and limits 
of the earth, all antguitic did cucr 
extoll the-Elerical! order, and cuer 
gaue it amonglt the other Orders 
the principall ranke and degree, and 
though by diuine diſpoſition a Soil- 
diouror Ruſtique do excell in ſanQi- 
tie, yer the Clergie man in excellen» 
cie of Eccleſaſticall digritie; and al- 
though the Clergie man, as we do 
ſomerimes,decline td worldly things, 
and to the weake & poore elements, 
yet their Order declincth not in au- 
thoritie. Thus he: To whichT muſt 
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add this other paſſage of ſaint Tero- 
me which doth occur ynto mc : 
8. Hier in Commun Presbyterorum Concilio Ec- 
ep.4dT. cleſie gubernabantur : The Churches 
were gouerned by the common 
councell of Prieſts; And I muſt nor 
forget this paſſage of Bellarmin 
who was a Ieſuit and a Cardinall: 
dBo Tria ſunt Eccleſie membra precipua, pri- 
cap. 5. de mum corum et, qui m ſtatu perfettions 
+ aurr oh adepte eſſe GIcuntur , qui ſunt Epiſcops 
Eccleſuarum Principes, &F# Magiſtri, qui- 
bus adrungimus Presbyteros qui ſunt mi- 
Nores Sacerdotes,atque corum adminiſtros. 
There are three chiefe members of 
the charch;the firſt of them are thoſe 
that are ſaidto be in the ſtate of per- 
fetion acquired, which are the Bis- 
hops the Princes and maiſters of the 
churches, to which we ioyne the 
Prieſts, who are the inferior Prieſts, 
and their aſſiſtants. And the ſame 
Authour in the þreface of his ſecond 
booke, De Monachi ſaith: Diſſeruimws, 
bro ſuperiori de Epiſcopts & Clerics, 1d 
eft,de prima &* nobiliſsima parte corpoyss 
Eccleſuaſtict: 


of "Prieſts. 169 
Ecleſiaſtics: We haue diſcourſed in the 
former booke of Bishops and Cler- 
ie- men that is to ſay, of the chicte 
& nobleſt part of the Eccleftaſticall 
body . 
The Councell of Trent ſpeaking 
of the Hierarchie of the Church ſaith 


thus: Sz quis dixerit im Eccleſia Carholica Cap. 6. 


non eſſe Hierarchiam Diuima ordinatione 
mſtitutam que conſtat ex Epiſcopis, Pres- 
byteris &7 miniſtyis anathemafat. Who- 
ſocuer will (ay that in the Catholike 
Church' there is not a Hierarchic in- 
ſtituted by diuine ordinance , which 
coliſteth of Bishops, Prieſts & Mini- 
ſters, let him be curſed. Loe, You ſee 
that the Councell makes no mention 
here of Regulars, which by all like- 
lihosde it would haue done, if they 
had bene of this Hierarchie. 

To bebriefe inall theſe paſſages, 
both out of Scripture & our of the 
Fathers which are not the ticth of 
the paſſages which might be produ- 
ced for this matter, the Reader will 


ſee bur licle or no mention of Re- 
y 


” 3 
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-gulars; and in the litle mention char 
is made of them by late writers, he 
Shall find that Prieſts, both for di- 
onitie & office are ſtill preferred to 
them , and are put in a farr higher 
ranke then they ; which conſtdered , 
he may conclude with him ſelf that 
the propoſitions ſpecified inthe De- 
dicatoric Epiſtle of this Tretiſe, are 
ofa new ſtamp forged by the Regu- 
lars themſclues : For had there bene 
any ſuch prerogatiue graunted tro 
them by God or by his Church, who 
can imagine thatall ancient writers, 
ſpeaking of all the members 8& digni- 
ties of the Church would omitt to 


ſpeake of them ,8& of theſe preroga- | 


tives which now they challenge ro 
themſclues? Notwirthſtading I do not 
wish Prieſts(but counſel! the corrarie) 
to take any pride of this, nor ſert the 
lefſe by Regulars, but acknowledge 
them - be a noble & profitable 
portion of Gods Church, and as ſuch 
to embrace & cherish them; and ra- 
ther recciue iniuries patiently of 
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them, then offer them any, remem- 
bring that ſaying of the Apoſtle: 


If you bite and eate one an other : take Gal.s, 


LA 


heede you be not conſumed one of an 
other, 


